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Bushwalkers standing in Wollondilly River 1941 
 

 

 

The Burragorang was a popular holiday spot and was renowned for its guesthouses, 

where Sydneysiders could come for a weekend to go horse-riding and bushwalking 

and attend the many dances that were on offer.  However, by the 1940’s, city 

planners were already talking about one of the most pressing issues facing Sydney 

– the provision of a secure water supply – and the Burragorang Valley was 

earmarked as the site for a new dam. 
 

Photo and Extract taken from Camden History Notes – The Burragorang Valley  
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Happy Birthday 
to the following members 
For November 2019 

Doreen Norris 1st Nov 

Ron Clinton 8th Nov 

Yvonne Donovan 11th Nov 

William Apps 16th Nov 

Annette Clissold 23rd Nov 

Anne McIntosh 24th Nov 

Ron Shepherd 24th Nov 

Eva Campbell(Patron) 29th Nov 

 

Camden Area Family History 

Society Inc. 
Research Room, Library/Museum Complex, 

John St. Camden 
 

Research room OPENS 

Thursday & Friday 10:00am to 

3:00pm 

Saturday 9:30am to 12:00 noon 
All other times by appointment only. 

 

$10.00 per session for non-members to 

use our resources. 
A volunteer is on duty whenever the research 

room is open to assist with inquiries. 
 

If you would like to assist in the research room 

please contact Janet Howe 0497 473 840 or Tony 

Jackson on 0437 651 124 letting them know 

when you are available. 

 

MEETINGS 
 

Held on the first Tuesday of the month 

(except January) at 7:30pm in the 

Museum at the Library/Museum 

Complex, John St. Camden.  

 

To help cover the cost of supper we ask 

for a gold coin donation. 

Visitors most welcome. 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

2019/20  

 

Normal              Pensioners/Concession 

Single $30          Single $25 

Couple $35        Couple $30 
 

 
 

From the Editor   
 

Hello all, well this is a big one again and I 

hope you find this month’s Valley Voice 

informative and interesting.  The Spring-

Summer edition of Camden Calling is 

nearing completion and will be emailed to 

members during November so please keep 

an eye out for it. 

The Society has started a new program of 

Saturday afternoon discussion sessions 

once a month which have been interesting 

and exciting so please come along to 

enjoy the discussion and take part to help 

everyone with their research.   

if you have any articles for either The Valley 

Voice or Camden Calling, you can contact 

me directly at any time on my mobile 0438 

012 013 or email:  w.sims53@gmail.com.   

  

mailto:w.sims53@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Meeting Tuesday 5th November 2019 
 
This month the Meeting will be addressed by Tony Jackson, Cathy 
Shepherd and Jo O’Brien who all attended this year’s NSW & ACT 
Association of Family History Societies Annual Conference at Ku-ring-gai 
earlier in October.  They will all provide feedback on the various lectures 
and tips they have learned of thru the course of the Conference. 
 

Camden Historical Society Wednesday 13th November  
 
The November General Meeting will be held on Wednesday 13th 
November when the guest speaker will be Mr Wal Walker, author of “Jane 
& D’arcy”.  Mr Walker, a descendant of D’Arcy Wentworth, tells his family 
story of the enduring romance between Jane Austen and D’Arcy 
Wentworth lifting the veil of secrecy that has hidden their love for over 
200 years. 

 

For Your Diary  
 

CAFHS UPCOMING EVENTS 2019 
 

 

Bunnings BBQ will be on Saturday 9 November. This is an important fundraiser and 

your assistance will be appreciated. Please note it in your diaries – a roster will be 

prepared in coming months.  

 

Christmas Dinner – The TAFE Restaurant has been booked for Wednesday 27 

November. Cost will be $40. All Money should be given to Rosemary Gibson by this  

meeting at the latest.  

 

 

Researching the History of Your House – Friday 22nd November 2019 
The Royal Australian Historical Society is staging one of its popular research seminars 

at State Archives & Records, Kingswood.  Have you ever wanted to go back in time and 

find out more about the history of your house and the area where you live? 

Please see following flyer from the RAHS Page 5 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The Oaks Historical Society Inc  - We are delighted to be at the stage with the 

extensions to Wollondilly Heritage and Museum, to be able to plan an opening 

celebration.  The new extensions include a new Blacksmiths Shop extension, Kitchen, a 

new toilet Block and a new Administration and Research Room. 

The opening celebration will be on Friday 22nd November at 1.30pm at our facility at 43 

Edward Street, The Oaks and we would be pleased if members of C.A.F.H.S were able 

to join us.   RSVP 15th November 

 

Upcoming Seminar on Researching your English Ancestors – Beyond 

the BMDs 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Saturday afternoon discussion group 

 
 

Our second Saturday afternoon discussion group was held on Saturday afternoon 

October 26th. The topic was DNA testing, and it proved to be very popular with 14 

members in attendance. Some had tested a while ago, mostly through AncestryDNA 

however some members had used other providers with one member having their DNA 

tests done at multiple DNA service providers. Several members were experienced in 

interpreting DNA results, and some have not yet done a DNA test but were interested in 

knowing more about it. We shared our experiences and breakthroughs – in some cases 

DNA was the only way through their genealogical brick wall. Others found their paper 

trails confirmed by their shared matches or talked about their surprise discoveries. 

 

Lots of interesting information was discussed, including hints for using Ancestry, their 

new Thru Lines feature, the shared cM tool#, Y-DNA testing on the male line, and the 

possible consequences of DNA testing. Those that had been to recent DNA conferences 

were able to share their knowledge and help others to get more out of their results.  

 

We plan to start a regular DNA group next year, meeting every month or so, so if you 

are interested please get in touch.  

The Saturday afternoon discussion group will continue with other topics each month. 

Next meeting will be on “Resources in the CAFHS room” on 23rd November. Contact 

myself or Tony for more details. 

 

Jo O’Brien 

 

# For those interested, the very useful shared cM tool (relationship probabilities) can be 

found here: https://dnapainter.com/tools/sharedcmv4 

(thanks to Blaine T. Bettinger - www.thegeneticgenealogist.com) 

  

 

https://dnapainter.com/tools/sharedcmv4


 

 

 

 

 

Exploring the Past – conference review 

 

 
 

The 35th Annual Conference of the NSW & ACT Association of Family History 

Societies was held from October 11-13 at Knox Grammar School Wahroonga.  The free 

family history fair was on Friday andA range of speakers gave presentations on 

Saturday and Sunday, and there were masterclasses and the free family history fair on 

the Friday.  

Several members attended and the Society had a table there as part of the trade fair over 

the three days. It was a bit disappointing to see fewer tables from other family history 

societies, but those that were there had plenty to look at including the always popular 

second-hand books. 

The John Vincent Crowe Memorial Address was given by Adam Lindsay, Executive 

Director from NSW State Archives and Records. He spoke of the challenges of 

engaging contemporary audiences, and some of the new approaches designed to 

increase interest in the Archives and accessibility. Another entertaining talk by Martyn 

Killion expanded on this theme. On the Archives site there are on-line exhibitions with 

videos and e-catalogues that you can view. There are also touring exhibitions, webinars, 

and increased use of social media, as well as new records being digitised and the new 

catalogue search feature.  

 

On-line exhibitions https://www.records.nsw.gov.au/exhibitions  

Webinars https://www.records.nsw.gov.au/archives/webinars     
 

  

https://www.records.nsw.gov.au/exhibitions
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My favourite speakers at the conference included: 

 

 Christine Yeats, who spoke about military ancestors up to 1902, an informative 

talk that detailed the different phases of our military history, and where records 

can be found. 

 Gay Hendricksen gave us an insightful look into the Parramatta Female Factory 

and spoke with passion of the plight of the early colonial women who lived there. 

 Laurie Turtle reminded us to recheck our research as more records become 

available, as he discovers that a long-held theory regarding the origins of his first 

fleet ancestor Ann Colpitts appears to be incorrect. 

 Carol Baxter had the audience comparing sounds out loud, so we could 

understand how easily our ancestors’ names were incorrectly written in official 

records, and she informed us of some common spelling changes.  

 Wendy Frew spoke of how she turned her family story into a book, including the 

process of researching and writing the story, and getting the book published. 

There were of course many other speakers, some better than others, but all addressing 

different aspects of family history. Overall it was a most enjoyable three days. 

Thanks to the Ku-ring-gai Historical Society for organising this great event. The next 

conference will be in Newcastle from 11 to 13 September 2020, hosted by Newcastle 

Family History Society, so save the date, and I look forward to seeing you there! 

 

Jo O’Brien 

 

 

 
  



 

 

 

 

 

Calendars Explained 
Dick Eastman · October 16, 2019 · Genealogy Basics · 5 Comments 

What could be simpler than a calendar? The printed one from the local real estate office 

shows twelve months, each with 28 to 31 days. Simple, right? 

Well, it hasn’t always been so simple. After all, I keep stumbling 

upon genealogy records that are logged with “double dates.” 

That is, a birth record might state “22 February 1732/3.” Which 

was it: 1732 or 1733? Well, it actually was both. Just to make 

things more complex, back in those days, most of our ancestors 

didn’t know what day it was. You see, most people in the early 

1700s and earlier were illiterate. They couldn’t read a book, 

much less a calendar. Most people did not know what day it was 

or even how old they were. Very few remembered their own birthdays. 

Throughout history, learned men kept track of the days, months, and years in a variety 

of ways. The ancient Egyptians began numbering their years when the star Sirius rose 

at the same place as the Sun. The Egyptian calendar was the first solar calendar and 

contained 365 days. These were divided into twelve 30-day months and five days of 

religious festival. 

The calendar used by the ancient Greeks was based on the Moon and is known as the 

Metonic calendar. This calendar was based on 235 lunar months that made up almost 

exactly 19 solar years. This 19-year cycle became known as the Metonic cycle. 

However, given a nominal twelve-month year, an additional lunar month was needed to 

synchronize the cycle.  

These were added in years 3, 5, 8, 11, 13, 16, and 19 of the cycle. The Greek calendar 

was modified several times over the years to compensate for its inaccuracies. 

The original Roman calendar was a mess. It originally started the year with the vernal 

equinox and consisted of 10 months (Martius, Aprilis, Maius, Junius, Quntilis, Sextilis, 

September, October, November, and December) for a total of 304 days. The 304 days 

https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/10/16/calendars-explained/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/genealogy-basics/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/10/16/calendars-explained/#comments


 

 

 

 

 

were followed by an unnamed, unnumbered period, simply called “winter.” The Roman 

emperor Numa Pompilius (715-673 BC) introduced February and January between 

December and March, increasing the length of the year to 354 or 355 days. 

In the year 46 BC, Julius Caesar reformed the calendar to a more manageable form. 

The Julian Calendar consisted of cycles of three 365-day years followed by a 366-day 

leap year. New Year’s Day was celebrated on March 21, the vernal equinox (first day 

of spring). The calendar was called the Julian Calendar, named after Julius Caesar. 

The Venerable Bede, an English scholar who lived from 673-735, noted that the vernal 

equinox had slipped three days earlier than the traditional March 21. He proposed 

changes to the calendar, but the changes were not adopted for another 850 years. 

By the year 1582, the calendar had slipped to become eleven days off. To make up the 

difference, Pope Gregory XIII decreed that the day after October 4, 1582, would be 

October 15, 1582. In other words, everyone lost eleven days. Because of Pope Gregory 

XIII’s decree, the new calendar came to be known as the Gregorian Calendar. 

The Catholic countries of France, Spain, Portugal, and Italy followed this decree 

immediately. Various Catholic German countries (Germany was not yet a unified 

nation), Belgium, the Netherlands, and Switzerland followed within a year or two, and 

Hungary followed in 1587. 

The Protestant German countries adopted the Gregorian reform in 1700. By this time, 

the calendar trailed the seasons by twelve days. England finally adopted the Gregorian 

Calendar in 1752, declaring that Wednesday, September 2, 1752, was immediately 

followed by Thursday, September 14, 1752. America was a part of England at the time, 

so the Americans adopted the new calendar on the same date. Their neighbors in 

Canada had always used the Gregorian Calendar because the land had been settled 

by the French, who had used the new calendar since 1582. In the 1600s and early 

1700s, crossing the border from the British Colonies to the French Colonies meant a 

change of eleven or twelve days on the calendar! 



 

 

 

 

 

Turkey and Russia did not change to the new calendar until the early twentieth century. 

In Greece, 9 March 1924 was followed by 23 March 1924. 

Sweden decided to make a gradual change from the Julian to the Gregorian Calendar. 

By dropping every leap year from 1700 through 1740, they gradually omitted the eleven 

superfluous days. 

The year 1700 (which should have been a leap year in the Julian Calendar) was not a 

leap year in Sweden. However, by mistake, the Swedish government listed 1704 and 

1708 as leap years. This left Sweden out of synchronization with both the Julian and 

the Gregorian world, so they decided to go ”back” to the Julian Calendar. In order to do 

this, they inserted an extra day in 1712, making that year a double leap year! So in 

1712, February had 30 days in Sweden. Babies born the last day of that month had a 

very unique birthday! 

Some religious sects still use a lunar-based calendar to determine holidays. Easter, for 

instance, generally occurs on the first Sunday following the first full moon after the 

vernal equinox, although the actual scheme is a bit more complicated. 

To summarize, the Julian Calendar was slightly too long, causing the vernal equinox to 

slowly drift backwards in the calendar year. The Gregorian Calendar system dealt with 

these problems by dropping a certain number of days to bring the calendar back into 

synchronization with the seasons, and then slightly shortening the average number of 

days in a calendar year by omitting three Julian leap-days every 400 years. Even the 

Gregorian Calendar we use today is not perfect: astronomers and mathematicians tell 

us that it is off by one day every 4,000 years. 

Under the older Julian Calendar system, while New Year’s was celebrated on March 

21, the calendar actually began with January. Therefore, any date between January 1 

and March 21 was written as a combination of two years. A child born in what is now 

the United States on February 3 in what we now call 1726 would have a birth date of 3 

February 1725/6. Even more confusing, dates between January 1 and March 21 in a 



 

 

 

 

 

year ending in a nine would have a “/0” added, as in 3 February 1729/0. The dates 

written with a slash followed by another digit are referred to as “Old Style” dates. 

Of course, the loss of eleven or twelve days on the calendar certainly confused the 

calculations often found on tombstones proclaiming that someone died at the age of 76 

years, 4 months and 12 days! 

When researching old records, the genealogist may often encounter “Old Style” dates 

such as 3 February 1727/8. Recording such dates on paper is usually simple. However, 

computer programs may have difficulties. 

All of the better genealogy programs of today can accept Old Style dates such as 3 

February 1727/8. They will even properly calculate ages from tombstone information 

listed as “3 February 1729/0.” In fact, most genealogy programs written in English will 

assume that any date entered prior to September 14, 1752 is a double date year. At 

least one genealogy program allows the user to specify a different year as the date of 

conversion from the Julian Calendar to the Gregorian. The problem is that all the dates 

stored in that program get converted!. This is fine for anyone who has all ancestors 

living in any one country, but it creates a problem for those of us with ancestors from 

two, three, or more countries. 

For instance, my English-speaking ancestors all converted from Julian to Gregorian on 

September 14, 1752. However, my French-speaking ancestors converted their 

calendars about one hundred seventy years earlier, on October 15, 1582. If I had 

Russian ancestry, they would not have converted until 1917. Then there are the 

Swedes… . What is a person of international ancestry to do? 

You can convert Julian dates to Gregorian and vice-versa at http://pdc.ro.nu/mjd.cgi. 

Since this is a web site in English, it seems to use the English date of September 14, 

1752, as the date of conversion. 

You can read more about calendars at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calendar. 

Article reprinted from Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter with permission 

http://pdc.ro.nu/mjd.cgi
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calendar

