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Building Camden Weir 1900s 
 

As the absence of decent rain continues, it is timely to remember that Camden Weir was 
constructed during the 1900s following a seven-year dry spell that saw farmers 
struggling. Benefits of irrigation and the siting of weirs at Camden and Cobbitty was 
discussed in the Camden News in April 1902.  
By 1919, the height of the Camden weir was being raised.  
It is important to remember that the impression of water from Cowpastures Bridge 
reflects the backup behind the weirs, which serve as mini-dams. 
This image is from a glass negative in the Poole collection. 
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Happy BirthdayHappy BirthdayHappy BirthdayHappy Birthday    
To the following members 

For August 2019 

Ian Smith  4 Aug 

Leonie Stratton 8 Aug 

Kerrie Brown 9 Aug 

Jennifer Mack 13 Aug 

James Norris 20 Aug 

Barbara Sulley 23 Aug 

Allan Webb  25 Aug 

 

Camden Area Family History 

Society Inc. 
Research Room, Library/Museum Complex, 

John St. Camden 
 

Research room OPENS 
Thursday & Friday 10:00am to 

3:00pm 

Saturday 9:30am to 12:00 noon 
All other times by appointment only. 

 

$10.00 per session for non-members to 

use our resources. 
A volunteer is on duty whenever the research 

room is open to assist with inquiries. 
 

If you would like to assist in the research room 
please contact Tony Jackson on 4644 1098 or 
Janet Howe letting them know when you are 

available. 
 

MEETINGS 
 

Held on the first Tuesday of the month 
(except January) at 7:30pm in the 
Museum at the Library/Museum 
Complex, John St. Camden.  
 
To help cover the cost of supper we ask 
for a gold coin donation. 

Visitors most welcome. 

 
MEMBERSHIP 

For 2019/20 is NOW DUE  
 

Normal              Pensioners/Concession 

Single $30          Single $25 
Couple $35        Couple $30 
 
 

FFFFrom the EditorEditorEditorEditor   
 

Editor Warren Sims will be away in 
Western Australia until the October 
edition.  Anne McIntosh will fill in for 
that period. Please submit your 
contributions to Anne using the Society’s 
email address, and phone or text her. 
 
As the hot weather continues and water 
levels in the dams run lower, it is timely to 
recall that limited water supply in the 
1830s drought was the reason that Cawdor 
was abandoned as the major centre in this 
area. Despite its proximity to the river, 
Camden homes relied on deliveries from a 
waterman with a horse drawn cask – in 
1840, the waterman was Patrick Curry. 
Town water connections were celebrated 
in 1899. (The Chronicle, 10 Nov 1987) 
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Annual General Monthly Meeting Tuesday 6 August 

 
At the upcoming meeting, members will present examples of street photography. 
These are those candid snapshots of people taken in the streets and then sold to them. 
Bring some examples with you – they are identifiable by a name on the back of the 
image.  

 
Elections 

Any member may nominate for a position on the Committee. Nominations can be 
accepted on the night of the meeting. 
 
So far, there has been no firm commitment for the position of Treasurer at the time of 
publishing, and the Society seeks someone to oversee the Society’s finances or act as a 
supporter in the role. 
 
A volunteer is sought to organise guest speakers for the Society. This role involves 
following up members’ suggestions for speakers, and background research to locate and 
contact guests. Other activities might include introducing speakers at the meeting, 
organising gifts for speakers and travel arrangements and advice for speakers.  
 

CAMDEN HISTORICAL SOCIETY Meeting 

 
This month will be the AGM for the Historical Society. It’s the last meeting for Ian Willis 
as President (Ian has reached the constitutional maximum of three years in the role.) 
 

For Your Diary For Your Diary For Your Diary For Your Diary     
CAFHS UPCOMING EVENTS 2019 

Tour of Rookwood – Saturday 21 August is the proposed date – await final 
confirmation.  Travel will be by car – some form of car-pooling is planned to save costs 
and ease navigation challenges.  
 

Bunnings BBQ will be on Saturday 9 November. This is an important fundraiser and 
your assistance will be appreciated. Please note it in your diaries – a roster will be 
prepared in coming months.  
 
Christmas Dinner – The TARE Restaurant has been booked for Wednesday 27 
November. Cost will be $40. Barbara can answer (or find out the answer to) your 
questions.  
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CAFHS will have a stand at 
Belgenny Farm on 18 Aug. 
Encourage your friends and 
family to look out for us, and 
to introduce themselves.  
 
This is an opportunity for the 
Society to discuss the 
historical residents of our town 
and their family relationships.  
 
In addition, it provides an 
outreach to the wider 
community where we can 
introduce and enthuse people 
about genealogy, promote our 
research services and build 
membership. 

_______________________ 
Learn how the Wollondilly region has developed: 

  

Memory & Landscape Exhibition 
A collaboration by Historical Societies from the Oaks, Appin & Picton. 

 

Picton Shire Hall Art Gallery 
62-64 Menangle St, Picton 

Sat 31 August – Sun 8 September 
 
Features maps showing early subdivisions in Wollondilly with photos to illustrate 
changes in the shire over the decades. 
More info: Phone Doreen. 0448 571211 or Email: dlyon1@bigpond.com 
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Don’t forget … 

 

Ku-ring-gai Historical Society is hosting the 2019 Conference for the NSW & ACT 
Association of Family History Societies. The Conference will be at Knox Grammar 
School 11-13 October 2019.  

Full details of speakers: see http://exploringthepast.khs.org.au 

Book online before 6 September, at http://exploringthepast.khs.org.au/register.html   
Prices are now $100 for Saturday and $70 for Sunday.  

If interested in accommodation at Knox Grammar School: See 
http://exploringthepast.khs.org.au/Knox-Accommodation-Booking-Form.pdf. 

* * * 
A guided tour of Fairfield City Vintage Village 

The village depicts businesses and residences from the 1880s to more recent times, 
including general store, petrol station, newspaper printer and schoolroom. 
 

Wednesday 4 September 

Fairfield City Museum & Gallery 
634 Horsley Drive, Smithfield 

Cost: $11.65  
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Locate a grave in Rookwood Cemetery 

New deceased search facility online  https://rookwoodcemetery.discovereverafter.com/  

When you open “new search”, you can put in a first name or a surname to get a result 
that includes an aerial map of Rookwood Cemetery with grave location pinpointed. 
When you click the Show me more button you will then be asked to Login or Register 
as a member. 

To register, you just need to put in an email address and create a password and your first 
name and surname. You will then be able to see the details of the grave you have found. 
The map changes to zoom into the area of the cemetery and the plots are numbered in 
an overlaid grid, making it easy to see exactly which is the one you searched for. If you 
are lucky, you will also get an image of the headstone. 

You can also click to see who else might be buried in the grave and their details, as well 
as having the option to click on the Directions button which will show you how to get 
from where you are to the gravesite using Google Maps. 

The new search is for the Rookwood General Cemetery and includes the former 
Anglican, General, Independent, Jewish & Muslim Cemeteries. It does not include 
Catholic sections. 

Note there are some specific sections which don’t yet come up in a search – it looks like 
the aerial map has a red overlay if the section is included. 

We will be setting up a library log-in as you need to be a registered user to access the 
site, but we would encourage members to have their own account as it looks like the site 
will allow you to store records of interest. And in the future to place ‘virtual flowers’ on 
a grave. 

This information comes courtesy of the Society of Australian Genealogists (SAG). 

* * * 
Convict history – First Fleet 

READ Jessica North’s historical novel, published April 2019 after 10 years research. 

Esther - the story of the first fleet girl who became first lady of the colony 

Jewess, Esther Abrahams was transported on the Lady Penrhyn. She becomes George 
Johnston’s servant, then lover. By 1814, she has nine children. After the Rum Rebellion 
deposes Captain Bligh, George Johnston is briefly Lieutenant Governor, an enormous 
elevation for the girl convicted of ‘stealing 24 yards of black silk lace worth 50 
shillings’ and sentenced for seven years.  
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PENRITH: Convicts & Colonists Conference 
and Family History Fair 

Celebrate 200 years since the establishment of  
Emu Plains Convict Farm. 

 
31 Aug 2019 
10am – 4pm 

Penrith Library – Peter Goodfellow Theatrette 
(601 High Street, Penrith) 

Costs $25 
 
Speakers include: 

• Professor Grace Karskens, Historian and Archaeologist 

• Lorraine Stacker, Emu Plains Convict Farm Historian 

• Steve Ford, Historical Land Researcher 

• State Records Archivist  
 

Tickets from Eventbrite https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/history-conference-
convicts-and-colonists-tickets-63840582902 
More info: Call Lorraine - 0410 562743 or email lorraine.stacker@penrith.city  

- - - - - - - - - - 
 
Interested in handicrafts? 

Fairfield Museum (634 the Horsley Dr, Smithfield) has an exhibition curated by local 
artist Linda Brescia - she has selected the finest examples of female handicrafts from 

their museum collection. Before it closes on 10 Aug, hear Linda discuss the exhibition: 
 

Busy Hands – the devil’s in the detail 
Honouring generations of women who devoted their time, energy and skill to create 

intricate details in everyday objects. 

 
T h i s  e x h i b i t i o n  h o n o u r s  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  w o m e n  w h o  d e v o t e d  t h e i r  t i m e ,  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  s k i l l  t o  c r e a t e  i n t r i c a t e  d e t a i l s  i n  e v e r y d a y  i t e m s . 

Friday 9 August  10.30am-12noon 
Cost: FREE 

 

More information: Phone 9725 0190 
Register at Eventbrite. 


