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Peace Day Parade From Whitemans Balcony
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From the Editor
Winter is now upon us and we thank those
hardy souls who venture out in the colder
months to attend our monthly meetings.
We hope to continue to provide interesting
and rewarding fellowship at these
meetings.
.

The May edition of our journal Camden
Calling has been e-mailed and printed so
if you have not received a copy please ask.
Our next Journal is due in November and I
would like to commence collecting
articles by our members for publication so
if you have any articles for either The
Valley Voice or Camden Calling, you can
contact me directly at any time on my
mobile 0438 012 013 or email:
w.sims53@gmail.com.

Happy Birthday
To the following members
For June2019
Bruce Denison 12th June
Alexander Matheson 28th June
June Matheson 16th June
Janet Moore 27th June
Jo O’Brien 11th June
Janet Stait-Gardner 21st June
Paul Sweeney 12th June
Dawn Williams 26th June

Camden Area Family History Society
Inc.
Research Room, Library/Museum Complex,
John St. Camden
The research room is currently open
Thursday & Friday 10:00am to 3:00pm
Saturday 9:30am to 12:00 noon
All other times by appointment only.
There is a charge of $10.00 per session for
non-members to use our resources,
There is a volunteer on duty whenever the
research room is open. They are only too happy to
assist with any inquires.
If you would like to volunteer to assist in the
research room please contact either Ray
Herbert on 96066075 or Fred Gibson on
46559073 letting them know when you are
available.
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MEETINGS
Our meetings are held on the first Tuesday
of the month (except January) at 7:30pm
in the Meeting Room of the
Library/Museum Complex, John St.
Camden.
To help cover the cost of supper we ask
for a gold coin donation.
Visitors most welcome.
MEMBERSHIP
SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE
Normal
Single $30
Couple $35

Pensioners/Concession
Single $25
Couple $30
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June General Monthly Meeting Tuesday 4th June
This month at our June meeting we will have Jeff Madsen providing us with an
introduction to Land Records – Parish Maps and how Land Grants are displayed.

CAMDEN HISTORICAL SOCIETY General Meeting
The monthly General Meeting of the Camden Historical Society will be held on Wednesday 12th June
at 7.30pm in the Museum and the speaker is Ron Davies who will talk on “Life on a Picton Dairy Farm”

For Your Diary

Don’t forget the upcoming conference this year
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2019 NSW & ACT Association of Family History Societies
Annual Conference:
Theme: EXPLORING THE PAST
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At the 2018 Conference in Batemans Bay it was announced that Ku-ring-gai
Historical Society is hosting the 2019 Conference for the NSW & ACT
Association of Family History Societies (Association). The Conference will
take place at Knox Grammar School on the 11th to 13th of October 2019.
Friday 11th October will be a free day for anyone to attend. There will be a
number of free informative lectures on various aspects of genealogy; also
there will be more advanced master classes (at a $10 cost) and a family
history fair, with exhibition tables including booksellers, businesses and
family history societies. Master classes are the only events held on the Friday
that need to be booked in advance.
The Association Forum in recent years has proved to be a valuable exchange
and sharing of the challenges and experiences being encountered by many
Association Member Groups. This will commence on Friday 3pm. Further
details will be circulated prior to the Conference.
The Conference proper kicks off on Friday night with a "Meet and Greet"
event for registered participants. The main lectures start on Saturday 12th
October. Trade tables will be open during the lunch, morning tea and afternoon
tea breaks, giving participants many opportunities to browse the goods and
services on offer.
On the Saturday the Association Annual General Meeting (AGM) is
scheduled to commence at 4pm, the decisions to be considered at the AGM
include voting on the Association Member Societies to represent the four
Association Regions of the State; the determination of the composition of the
Association Management Committee for 2019 – 2020 and discussion on other
issues of interest to Member Groups.
The Conference Dinner will be held on Saturday night. It is an elaborate sitdown dinner, and like the Meet and Greet, will be held in a building
overlooking the Knox oval.
At night the gothic-style buildings are floodlit, so it will be a spectacular
venue. There will also be a great guest speaker at the dinner, the identity of
whom is a secret for now.
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The main conference will feature some fantastic talks and speakers. The full
details are on the conference web site ( http://exploringthepast.khs.org.au ) but
among others it is a privilege to have Dr David Wright, M.A., Ph.D., F.S.A.,
F.S.G., from Kent, England giving three sessions. David is a Fellow of the
Society of Genealogists and a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries. He has
over four decades of experience in genealogical and historical research, and
has written numerous books on Kent Genealogy. He will be leading a master
class on Friday about Reading Old Handwriting, as well as presentations on
the Workhouses and Genealogical History and Geography. This is a unique
opportunity to hear this leading English genealogist.
Lectures will continue on Sunday 13th October until 1pm, when it will be time
to hear about the 2020 Conference being hosted by the Newcastle Family
History Society with support of the Maitland and Beyond Family History
group and for everyone to say their goodbyes before heading home.
Newsletters circulated by the Ku-ring-gai Historical Society Conference
Committee can be found using the following link:
http://exploringthepast.khs.org.au/news.html
The registration fee includes all the sessions on the Saturday and Sunday;
morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea on Saturday; morning tea on Sunday; and
the Meet and Greet on Friday night.
Your attendance to this fantastic conference is encouraged.
Bookings must be made online, and can be made from
http://exploringthepast.khs.org.au/register.html Early bird rates are
available until 31 July and are $150 for the whole conference, $90 for
Saturday only or $60 for Sunday only.
It will be a great event and, for many Society members from the Metropolitan
Region, a good opportunity to attend a local conference without needing to
secure accommodation and travel costs.
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For those interested in the School accommodation please see below.
Bookings for the accommodation at Knox Grammar School opened on
Monday 20th May, use the link: http://exploringthepast.khs.org.au/KnoxAccommodation-Booking-Form.pdf. Many people have been waiting for this
to be available.
A post from TROVE dated Thursday August 1929 concerning an outbreak of
Influenza affecting services at Camden Hospital
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I received notice of this fascinating Exhibition being shown at The State Library
commencing Saturday May 25th running until November on Facebook and suggest it
may be an event to put in your calendar.

Dead Central: Final resting
place for 30,000 under a
Sydney train station
By Julie Power
MAY 23, 2019
"Beneath every Sydney landmark lies a story"

CREDIT:STATE

LIBRARY OF NSW

"Do

touch my resting place," urged the inscription on a tomb in the Devonshire Street
Cemetery, Sydney's Evening News reported in October 1900.
The plea was ignored. Six years later, more than 30,000 dead had been exhumed –
skeletons crammed 10 to a coffin – and relocated to other cemeteries across Sydney to
make way for the new Central Station.
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Beneath every Sydney landmark lies a story, said Elise Edmonds, a senior curator at the
State Library of NSW.
Dead Central, a new exhibition that opens on Saturday, pays tribute to the lives of those
buried at the cemetery between its opening in 1820 and closure in 1867.

The first to be buried was quartermaster
Hugh McDonald, whose headstone said that
a "brother of the mystic here gives this
tribute to his memory".
He was followed by first fleeter James
Squire, who started Sydney's first hop plant
and brewery. He was recognised for his
"vital service to the community" because his
beer was considered harmless compared
with "injurious spirits".
Others included Mary Reiby, a businesswoman who died in 1855, cricketer Richard
Murray, who died in 1861, and William Lewin, coroner, artist and naturalist, who died
1819.
The size of about five football fields, the cemetery stretched under the current station and
railway lines from Elizabeth Street in the east to Pitt Street in the west, ending under the
feet of those who today use the Devonshire Street pedestrian tunnel.

The Fosters take photographs at the
former Devonshire Street
Cemetery. CREDIT:STATE LIBRARY OF
NSW

It had become so crowded that The Daily
Telegraph reported in 1901 that at least
5000 bodies couldn't be located. Bodies
were discovered beneath paths. Remains
were found buried close to the surface. Noxious and fetid smells were reported by those
living near, Ms Edmonds said.
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To find every grave, the government directed that the soil in "every portion of the
cemetery" was to be turned over.
Despite that, nobody knows how many remains are there today. Record keeping was
sloppy, and some remains were uncovered during recent construction works, Ms Edmonds
said.
After the government announced its decision in January 1901 to exhume the bodies,
descendants were given two months to decide where remains should be reinterred.
As families scurried to make arrangements, Surry Hills couple Josephine Foster and her
husband Arthur George Foster – inaugural members of the Royal Australian Historical
Society – undertook to photograph and record hundreds of headstones before they were lost
to time.
"We all realise how rapidly the old is giving place to the new, and only by means of
pictures will those who come after us know what Sydney was like once upon a time," Mrs
Foster explained some years later.

Labourers prepare the ground for the train
station.CREDIT:STATE LIBRARY OF NSW

Her photos, which are included in the
exhibition, provide "a window into old
Sydney", Ms Edmonds said.
The exhibition is accompanied by a spooky
audio guide, in which actors read the headstones as a "ghost train" rushes in and out of the
unused platform under Central.
Ms Edmonds said she wanted visitors to hear the "evocative and beautiful language".
"There is a lot of poetry, a lot of biblical quotes, also these stark details, such as 'after a
lingering illness, which she bore with Christian fortitude'."
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The records include Harriet Mary Sheba, "the only daughter of Joseph Hyde Potts, who
ceased to breath, on the 5th day of December 1838", and William Oliver, "who was
accidentally killed by a bullock cart", April 2nd, 1821, aged 34 years. John Charles
Tremayne, the only son of Joseph Hyde Potts of the Bank of New South Wales, resigned
his spirit on November 9, 1838.
As workmen started moving the bodies, newspapers reported "strange finds".

The Fosters' photos provide
window into old Sydney",
said Ms Edmonds.
CREDIT:STATE LIBRARY OF
NSW

"a

"In one grave three bodies
had
been buried one on top of the
other ... In another grave were
a
beautiful pair of Chinese
slippers with bones of a
woman's feet inside them.
The grave was opened on Saturday and on Monday morning when the men went back to
work they found small candles tied in bamboo burning over the open grave.’
By the time exhumations began, the cemetery was abandoned and overgrown, more like a
rubbish tip than a graveyard, one commentator wrote.
"I walk along the row of graves I see here a clump of old boots, some rags .. cracked jugs,
old skins, stale meat .... dead rats, broken traps, yards of wire-netting, evil smelling
things."
In the Catholic section, there were "yawing holes beside dismantled stones suggest dark,
dampness, and mouldering bones, and grim death".

Dead Central at the State Library opens Saturday May 25 until November
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