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WELCOME TO CAMDEN 
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Happy Birthday 
To the following members 

For July 2018 
Yvonne Dowle 15

th
 July 

Ray Herbert 9
th

 July 

Lyn Hudson-Williamson 16
th

 July 

Tony Jackson 24
th

 July 

Diana Rolfe 13
th

 July 

Margaret Wheeler 21
st
 July 

Steven Wright 3
rd

 July 

Steve Robinson 30
th

 July 

Kay Ryan 9
th

 July 

 

Camden Area Family History Society 
Inc. 

Research Room, Library/Museum Complex, 

John St. Camden 
 

The research room is currently open 

Thursday 10:00am to 3:00pm 

 Friday 10:00am to 3:00pm 

Saturday 9:30am to 12:00 noon 
 

There is a charge of $10.00 per session for 

non-members to use our resources, 
 

There is a volunteer on duty whenever the 

research room is open. They are only too happy to 

assist with any inquires. 
 

If you would like to volunteer to assist in the 

research room please contact the Library Co-

ordinator Tony Jackson on 4655 1098 

letting him know when you are available. 
 

 

From the Editor   
 

 
 
At this month’s meeting the Guest  

Speaker will be Jeff McGill  – Author of the 
recent Pictorial Guide to Campbelltown.  Jeff 
is a journalist and editor and has written very 
passionately about the area’s history 
 
 

 

 

 

As usual any members who have articles for both 

the next edition of Camden Calling and June 

Valley Voice please send them  to me at 

w.sims@bigpond.net.au or 

cafhs2570@gmail.com all submissions will be 

greatly appreciated. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MEETINGS 
 

Our meetings are held on the first Tuesday 

of the month (except January) at 7:30pm 

in the Meeting Room of the 

Library/Museum Complex, John St. 

Camden.  

 

To help cover the cost of supper we ask 

for a gold coin donation. 

 

Visitors most welcome. 

MEMBERSHIP 

SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE  

 

Normal              Pensioners/Concession 

Single $30          Single $25 

Couple $35        Couple $30 
 

 
 

 

mailto:w.sims@bigpond.net.au
mailto:cafhs2570@gmail.com
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CAMDEN AREA FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY INC General Meeting 
 

This Month on Tuesday July 3
rd

 , Jeff McGill  – Author of the recent Pictorial Guide to 

Campbelltown.  Jeff is a journalist and editor and has written very passionately about the 
area’s history 

 

CAMDEN HISTORICAL SOCIETY General Meeting 

 
The monthly General Meeting of the Camden Historical Society will be held on Wednesday 11

th
 July 

at 7.30pm in the Museum and long serving Inglis Real Estate Agent Terry Gordon will be guest 

speaker.  Mr Gordon has seen many changesin the district in his 53 years in the business. 

. 

 

For Your Diary   
 
BLAZE:  WORKING WOMEN< PUBLIC Leaders 
Blaze:  Working Women, Public Leaders explores the stories of a selection of 
NSW Women who were leaders and trailblazers in public sector work, alongside 
the perspectives of women working in key public sphere roles today.  Melding 
past and present, this unique exhibition asks provocative questions about 
women, the public sphere and leadership.   
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Blaze:  Working Women, Public Leaders is a new exhibition curated and 
produced by State Archives and Records NSW, presented at the Whitlam 
Institute within Western Sydney University from 26th April to 27th July 2018. 
 
Margaret Whitlam Galleries  
Female Orphan School (Building EZ)  
Western Sydney University, Parramatta South campus  
Corner James Ruse Dr and Victoria Rd  
RYDALMERE NSW 2116   
 
 
 
 
Received from Jo O’Brien… 

Interesting snippets from Congress 2018 
 
Check out genealogy blogs. Some have the latest news from the genealogy world as well as interesting stories 
and links. They may be formatted like magazines, or like a diary or journal. You might like to start one of your 
own! (Jill Ball) http://geniaus.blogspot.com/ 
Make sure you pass on your family stories – deliberately and accurately, and, repeatedly. Verify and document 
them. Don’t forget your own stories too! (Judy G. Russell) 
Copyright is automatic after 1976. If in doubt - ask for permission. Make sure you acknowledge sources. Ask for 
permission to use if in doubt. (Judy G. Russell) 
Start writing now! Schedule a time. Just begin! The process of writing can open new research ideas. Walk in 
your ancestors footsteps – go to places if you can (Jan Worthington) 
Look at the Australian Dictionary of Biography (http://adb.anu.edu.au/) and People Australia 
(http://peopleaustralia.anu.edu.au/). More information is being added on the First Three Fleeters. 
When you look at a transcription – ask not only if it is accurate, but also if it is complete? Was something edited 
out? (Angela Phippen) 
With Irish immigrants – look at family connections, and do thorough Australian research before attempting 
research of Irish records. Also a good site for Irish records: http://www.askaboutireland.ie/ (Pauline Cass).  
DNA matching for about 3

rd
 cousins or greater is just another piece of evidence – not conclusive. (Kerry Farmer) 

Freemasonry records can hold a lot of information. Contact the local lodge secretary or Grand Lodge in your 
state – they may be happy to help. There may be photos. (Robert Hamilton) 
Digital humanities use computing technology to layer maps and data over time. (Ruth Graham) 
Digitising family records – use TIF format as it is lossless. Scan once, save at higher resolution and make 
changes to a copy of the original scan (Jeffrey Madsen) 
 

Compiled by Jo O’Brien 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NSW & ACT Association of Family History Societies Inc.   

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2018 

http://geniaus.blogspot.com/
http://adb.anu.edu.au/
http://peopleaustralia.anu.edu.au/
http://www.askaboutireland.ie/
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Friday 14 to Sunday 16 September 2018 – At Batemans Bay Soldiers Club. 
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Dear Fellow Historians 
  
Last week Colo Shire Family History Group launched its latest production – ‘Archie’ – The Story of Archibald Bell.’  At 
the end of last year our Group published the story of ‘Belmont’, the amazing building and property on the banks of the 
Hawkesbury River. This magnificent building was built in 1892/1893 by a young Philip Charley. He was one of the 
Syndicate of Seven who discovered the silver at Broken Hill and formed the BHP Company. He married Clara Ewens, 
and they embarked on a couple of world trips, in search of beautiful materials and furniture, and to import  artisans to 
build what must have been the most impressive building in Australia at the time We are fortunate that it still stands 
today, under the loving care of those of the St John of God Hospital, and is still in full use. 
  
Whilst compiling the story of Belmont, our Secretary, Neil Renaud found a Trove article showing the full details of a 
time capsule buried beneath the foundation stone in 1892, by the Charley family. Strangely the Charley descendants 
were not aware of it.  Some members of our Group are also ‘Friends of Belmont’ and we were able to push to find this 
in time for the 125

th
 Anniversary celebrations. Some of us were present when it was actually found, a very exciting 

time. I attach a copy of our newsletter ‘Family Ties’ giving details of the event, which not only reached the local 
papers, but the Sydney Morning Herald as well. 
  
Whilst compiling our book , Neil Renaud, our Secretary became fascinated with one of the earlier owners of the 
property, Archibald Bell.  ‘Archie’ played a large part in the early formation of the Colony. Was he a Hero or a Villain? 
The Jury is still out on that one.  He has spoken for quite a few local History Group meetings, and has been asked to 
put his research into a small book.  This was launched last Sunday at St John of God and is now available for 
sale.  Local Family Historian, Jan Barkley-Jack, who did the Foreword, spoke glowingly at the launch regarding Neil’s 
work. 
  
Kind regards 
Joy Shepherd 
Treasurer 
Colo Shire Family History Group Inc. 
02 4588 5867 

 

 
 

MACQUARIE PARRAMATTA FEMALE FACTORY BICENTENARY - A NATIONAL 
EVENT! 
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With Compliments of the Convict Connection  

the long awaited Joan Rees’s “NSW Colonial Secretary’s 

Letters in Letter Index 1826-1895” has arrived. 

 
Using the Joan Reese Index on CD  

The CD is here! Aileen Trinder, the editor, stressed the importance of reading the 

instructions before using it. How many of us bother to do that? So here are some of the 

instructions. Please consult the CD for full information.  

 

Let’s look at the Search Window. From here you can actually do three types of 

searches –  

1. A Field Search which allows you to enter a number of combinations to narrow 

your search, particularly if it is a common name. Note - Search fields left blank will not 

affect the result.  

2. A Full Word/Phrase Search where the word entered is searched for in all of 

the main data fields. If a Subject Type record begins with a number – eg census; 

regiment; etc, then use this search field. You can add a * Wildcard to narrow the search.  

3. A Record Number Search which is useful if you have already obtained the 

location of the record.  

 

Entering Search Criteria  
This Help window describes the search fields in detail and provides hints on how to use 

them to locate record entries in this index. In general, do not use punctuation (such as 

commas and full stops) or accented characters (such as ã, ê, ?) in any of the search fields 

and remember that wildcards may be used when searching on all fields except for the 

Rec No (Record Number) field.  

 

Last Name/Subject -This is the Last or Family name of a person or the Name of one of 

the Subject type entries which could be a location, ship name or many others. When 

searching for a name, remember it is the name as it appears in the document and it may 

not be spelt the same way. Even many locations have been spelt differently over the 

years. To get an understanding of the layout of the Subject entries, enter A* (or B* etc) 

in this field, select Subject in the Rec Type field and search. There are entries such as 

'80th Regiment' which could be found by using '*Regiment*' here or just enter 

'Regiment' in the Full Word/Phrase search box. There are five entries in the database 

with '(Unknown)' for the family name and those contain other details about the 

individuals.  
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First Name/Type -This is where the First or Fore name of a person or for example Mr, 

Mrs, initial/s, Revd or Capt, Constable, Lieut, Sgt etc would be or the Type for Subject 

entries; or it could have a dash '-' or be blank. It can also contain entries such as 

'(aborigine)' or '(Chinese)' or 'List of', 'Map of', 'Crew list' etc.  

Ship/Remarks - For Name Record Type entries, this field contains the ship name and 

year of arrival if known (without brackets) or an address or other information regarding 

the person, partnership or company (within brackets).  

 

For the Subject  Record Type entries, this field contains relevant details about this entry 

(without brackets)  

 

CSIL No - This field contains the Colonial Secretary's In Letter reference number if the 

In Letter was registered. Otherwise, it contains a date relevant to the document or, if 

that's not on the document, it will have 'No date'. The document would still be able to be 

found in the Shelf box.  

 

Shelf No - This is the number of the Shelf box where the documents are located.  

 

Reel No - The microfilm reel numbers have been recorded here for those shelf boxes 

which have been filmed. The Shelf boxes which have been filmed are those containing 

documents that are most in demand so they are not in consecutive order. To date, boxes 

up to 1849 have been filmed.  

 

Rec Type - This is a drop down selection for the Subject or Name type of entries so you 

can search just on the Subject Type or the Name Type. The default is Any which enables 

a search of both Types in the one search.  

 

Rec No (Record Number) - This is a number assigned to each record for the purposes 

of managing the project. It is to allow for faster searching to an individual record where 

a previous search has provided the Record Number. Just type the Record Number of the 

record previously found to go directly to that record.  

 

Full Word/Phrase Search - There is no need to use wildcards in this search. You can 

enter a word, phrase (as long as that is in the exact order in the database), the In Letter 

number or the Shelf number. All fields would then be searched except the Record 

Number field. Depending on the search criteria entered, the result could include 

information from many of the fields in one search. For instance, a search for CENSUS 

would find all of those records with that word from the 'Last Name/Subject' field and 

also from the 'Ship/Remarks' field containing that information. It is not always the best 

way to search if the word you insert is not only a subject topic but also a last name.  
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Using Wild Cards  
Wild cards are characters that may be used to substitute letters in any of the fields when 

conducting a search. The two characters that may be used are the asterisk ("*") and the 

question mark ("?") and they allow for a much broader search of the listed fields.  

 

Asterisk Character  
In general, all fields are searched as if they have an asterisk at the end of the search 

criteria. In other words, entering "SMITH" in the name field will result in the name field 

being searched for "SMITH*". This ensures that all possible matching data is found. 

The asterisk character ("*") also allows for the replacement of any number of characters 

when searching. For example, a search for "TOOMEY" will find records with a name 

matching "TOOMEY". However, a search for "T*MEY" will find records matching 

"TOOMEY", "TWOMEY", "TOMEY" and "TWOOMEY". Where the field may hold 

more than one word, the asterisk character can also be used to select specific search 

results. For example, entering the word "SMITH*" (or "SMITH" without the asterisk) 

on a name field will find "SMITH John", "SMITHSON James", etc. However, adding a 

space between "SMITH" and the asterisk as "SMITH *" will only find records with the 

name of "SMITH" and bypass names such as "SMITHSON".  

The asterisk wild card character ("*") may not be used with the year field when 

searching and has no relevance with the NSWSA Reference or Reel drop down lists 

fields. It also may not be used with the Entry Number field.  

 

Question Mark Character  
The question mark character ("?") allows for the replacement of a specific single 

character when searching. For example, a search for "T??MEY will find records 

matching "TOOMEY" and "TWOMEY", but not "TOMEY" and "TWOOMEY".  

However, a search for "?RE" will find three-letter names ending with "RE", such as 

"ORE", "URE", etc. A search for "RE?" will find three-letter names commencing with 

"RE"; while a search for "?R?" will find three-letter names containing "R" as middle 

letter.  

Using wild cards in the search process may slow down the finding of records, especially 

when the wild card is used at the beginning of a word or when large volumes of data are 

present. However, most modern computers have ample capacity for these types of 

searches and most wild card searches should be completed almost instantaneously.  

The question mark wild card character ("?") may not be used with the year or month 

fields when searching and has no relevance with the SRLOC Reference and Reel No 

drop down lists fields. It also may not be used with the Record Number field. The 

results of the search will be displayed as a list showing Last Name/Subject, First 

Name/Type followed by Ship/Remarks, the references of CSIL No. and Shelf No. and 

the Record Type, whether Name or Subject. Below the window of the information 
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displayed in rows, that information is again displayed with the inclusion of the Reel 

Number if any, the Relocation/Other Info if any and the Record Number.  

As the cursor (or selection line) is moved down the list, the information in the fields 

below will change to reflect the currently selected record. In a similar fashion, the 

system allocated Record Number for the current record will be shown at the far right 

hand of the Record Type field.  

By default, the names in the records are displayed in alphabetical order and may be 

changed by clicking on the heading name of the desired column. For example, if the 

column heading 'CSIL No' is clicked, then all of the records will be sorted into the 

sequence of the NSWSA CSIL No. followed by the name of the Last Name/Subject.  

 

Search Results Window - The Search Results window has a simple way of grouping 

like records together which may be of interest. There are records which may be the 

same for the Last Name, First Name, Ship/Remarks, CSIL No and Shelf No. These 

options can be selected by clicking the appropriate radio button and then clicking the 

'Related' button.  

Related Records window which will display a list of all records which match the 

selected Related Records option of the current record, even records not included in the 

initial search results.  

Search Detail Record window which will display full details of the highlighted record in 

the Search Results list. You may also double click the highlighted record in the Search 

Results list to achieve the same result.  

Search Results Report from which you will be able to preview a report of all data of an 

unlimited number of entries from the search results list.  

 

The Report/Export list will show all of these records in the search result but will only 

the print or export the next 1,000 records starting from the first record selected in the 

Search Results list. From the Report/Export window, you may print the report to your 

printer or export the report to a file. Available file types are PDF, Microsoft® Word 

("*.doc"), Microsoft® Word 2007 ("*.docx") and RTF.  

 

Search Results Report - This report is opened when the button is clicked from the 

Search Results window. It is displayed in 'Preview' mode so that you may see how the 

report will look prior to printing it or exporting it to a file.  

The report is created in landscape mode with the title of 'Joan Reese's NSW Colonial 

Secretary's In Letters Index 1826-1895 - Search Results Report'. It shows the full 

contents of each record similar to the Search results window with the data 'wrapping' to 

the following line if there is insufficient space to display it in the allotted columns.  

 

Related Records Window - This window is opened whenever the 'Related' button is 

clicked from the Search Results window. The options provide the facility to view any 
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other records in the data with the same criteria. This may be very useful when searching 

for records and matching them against others using the available criteria. The Related 

Records are displayed as a list showing Last Name/Subject, First Name/Type, 

Ship/Remarks, CSIL No, Shelf No, and Record Type.  

 

Below the list are fields containing the full information relating to each index record 

including other information that may be useful to the researcher. As the cursor (or 

selection line) is moved down the list, these fields will change to reflect the currently 

selected records. In a similar fashion, the system allocated Record Number for the 

current record will be shown at the far right hand side of the Remarks field.  
 


