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WELCOME TO CAMDEN

The Camden Valley Voice

From the Editor
Last meeting we had a very interesting talk by
Lorraine Stacker who spoke on DNA and how you
can use the DNA testing for family research.
This month’s meeting we have Harry StateGardiner who will be speaking on the process he
followed in researching his family History Our
At our June meeting the Guest Speaker will
be Peter Raksts and also we will have several
of our members speaking on their personal
experiences at the National Congress held
recently at Darling Harbour.

Happy Birthday
To the following members
For May 2018
Sandra Cooke 6th May
Naomi Davies 17th May
Michael McEwan 23rd May
Cathey Shepherd 3rd May
Warren Sims 14th May
Brian Stratton 23rd May

As usual any members who have articles for both
the next edition of Camden Calling and June
Valley Voice please send them to me at
w.sims@bigpond.net.au or cafhs2570@gmail.com
all submissions will be greatly appreciated.

Camden Area Family History Society
Inc.
Research Room, Library/Museum Complex,
John St. Camden
The research room is currently open
Thursday 10:00am to 3:00pm
Friday 10:00am to 3:00pm
Saturday 9:30am to 12:00 noon
There is a charge of $10.00 per session for
non-members to use our resources,
There is a volunteer on duty whenever the
research room is open. They are only too happy to
assist with any inquires.
If you would like to volunteer to assist in the
research room please contact the Library Co-

ordinator Tony Jackson on 4655 1098
letting him know when you are available.
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MEETINGS
Our meetings are held on the first Tuesday
of the month (except January) at 7:30pm in
the Meeting Room of the Library/Museum
Complex, John St. Camden.
To help cover the cost of supper we ask for
a gold coin donation.
Visitors most welcome.
MEMBERSHIP
SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE
Normal
Single $30
Couple $35

Pensioners/Concession
Single $25
Couple $30

The Camden Valley Voice

CAMDEN AREA FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY General Meeting
This Month on Tuesday May 1st, Harry State-Gardiner will be speaking on the process he
followed in researching his family History. From those who have heard some of the story of
his research, we are assured of a very interesting night.

CAMDEN HISTORICAL SOCIETY General Meeting
The monthly General Meeting of the Camden Historical Society will be held on Wednesday 9 th May at
7.30pm in the Museum and the theme for the evening is in line with the Library’s Australian Heritage
Festival. In addition to this, the meeting will be addressed by Wen Denaro, Frances Warner & Laura
Jane Aulsebrook

.
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For Your Diary
NSW & ACT Association of Family History Societies Inc.
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2018
Friday 14 to Sunday 16 September 2018 – At Batemans Bay Soldiers Club.
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Captured! – James Francis Dwyer (1874 – 1952)
Still trying to find that elusive ancestor? Why not take a look at ‘Captured: Portraits of Crime 1870
– 1930’. This exhibition produced by State Archives and Records NSW is available online from 8
September 2017 – 28 April 2018 and explores the stories of men, women and children incarcerated in
NSW goals. You will find it at…
www.records.nsw.gov.au/archives/exhibitions
One story is of a person, born in Camden (Camden Park), who was imprisoned in Goulburn goal for 3
years, and eventually left Australia to become a well-known author and poet.
James DWYER was photographed at Darlinghurst goal on 17 June 1899, the day after he was
convicted of forgery and uttering.

Picture from NSW State Archives Online Exhibition. Photo No.7753
At the time 25 year old Dwyer was the assistant postmaster at Oxford Street (Sydney) Post Office. He
was convicted with two others, Frederick Peter CRAIG (63) and Joseph MILLER (29), of forging a
postal order for £10 with intent to defraud. They were tried by Chief Justice Sir Frederick DARLEY,
at Central Criminal Court on 15 and 16 June 1899. Miller had been caught with twenty-two £10 postal
orders, and confessed to his involvement in the plan, naming Dwyer as the instigator.
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Peter Craig was sentenced to one-year hard labour; Joseph Miller was given two years and James
Dwyer seven years penal servitude. The Judge stating that Dwyer’s punishment would act as a
deterrent to others.
At this time all sentences longer than three years, fell into the class of prisoners considered most
dangerous and difficult.
James Francis Dwyer (1874 – 1952) was born on 22 April 1874 at Camden Park, the fifth son of
Michael Dwyer, a farm labourer and his wife Margaret, both from Cork, Ireland. The family were
living in Menangle in 1883 and by 1884 they had moved to Campbelltown. James was educated in
local schools until aged 14 years when he was sent to live with relatives in Sydney. He worked as a
publisher’s clerk, letter carrier and finally a postal assistant.
James was sent to Goulburn goal after sentencing, and his journey to Goulburn was well described in
his autobiography, titled Leg Irons on Wings (Macmillan, 1949). The prisoners, shackled, were put on
the train at Sydney Central Station, in front of crowds of people, and then the train journey, stopping at
his hometown, Campbelltown.
“Out of the clamour on the platform (Campbelltown Station) came the shrill voice of Mr Cole,
who sold apples, oranges, cigarettes and cigars. Other remembered voices of long ago came to
my ears. I recognised the shouts of boys that I had grown up with.”
But what was worse happened next when a person began rapping on the locked carriage door.
“… A person in authority was ordering the intruder away from the door of our compartment.
Then a great flood of terror passed over me. A protesting voice answered the order. A voice that
I hadn’t heard for years. An angry voice now. It bit into my soul.”
“But I only want to see who is in the compartment” it cried loudly. It was the voice of my father!
He continued to follow the train as it left the platform.”
From “Leg Irons on Wings” by James Dwyer (page 57)
James had always wanted to write, but it wasn’t until he was imprisoned, that one of his poems was
sent to the Bulletin (Sydney) and published. When he was released from Goulburn prison in 1902,
after three years in goal, he travelled to Sydney and continued to write whilst serving out his ticket of
leave working as a salesman, pigeon buyer and sign writer. After seven years he became a free man
and left for overseas, initially to London, then America and France, where he pursued a career in
writing. He travelled in America and Europe getting material for his novels and magazine articles.
Thereafter his stories were published in many popular magazines, which proved very profitable. He
became a prolific and successful writer, with ten novels and hundreds of magazine articles. Some of
his novels can be read on ‘Project Gutenberg’.
Despite never living in Australia again, James Dwyer always affirmed his Australian nationality.
James sensitivity about his imprisonment whilst a young man saw him develop a determination to
succeed and achieve public recognition. He said in his autobiography, Leg-Irons on Wings (Macmillan
1949):
“Yes, a proud Australian. I was born one and I will die one. I proclaim Australia’s beauty and its
strength. I speak of its opportunities and the fine hospitable hearts of its people. I sing the ballads
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of its poets, Lawson, Brady and Paterson. I quote them to friends. I think we are a great people.”
(p. 282)
Dwyer settled in the French Pyrenees at Pau, and when France fell in 1940, he escaped through Spain
and settled in the United States. He returned to Pau in September 1945 and died in Pau on 11
November 1952.
This is just one story in the Captured Exhibition.
Although the online exhibition finishes on 28 April, the exhibition will be on tour in the following
places in 2018.
Charles Sturt University Regional Archives, Wagga Wagga …
University of Wollongong Library…
UNE and Regional Archives, Armidale…

14 May – 8 June
3 July – 3 August
3 September – 27 October.

If you wanted to do further research on James Francis DWYER, it is indicated that he was supposedly
married in 1893 to Selina Cassandra STEWART in 1893. This couple went on to have two children
Eric F. DWYER (38505/1895) and Celia M DWYER (33221/1914). Some articles also indicate that
the couple were divorced in December 1919 in Reno, Nevada. However, the role of the family
historian is to prove and/or disprove this information. In his autobiography there is no mention of a
wife and children. This research needs to be followed up.
The research already done will be filed in the family history room under DWYER. If anyone feels like
doing further research, have a look at this file and we will add PROVEN facts to the file.
Cathey Shepherd
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