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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

 

Well Christmas has long gone and we are more than half way through the year. 

The Society was pleased to receive the micro film collection from Fairfield Library, for 
which Tony has made space and ensured the films fit in and form an integral part of 

our collection.  I am so looking forward to spending some time going through the 
collection as you never know what you may find.  Cathey Shepherd has been doing a 
great job of organising our monthly meeting speakers for the year with some 

interesting ones due in the following months.  The Historical Society has given us 
permission to use the Museum for our meetings and we now enjoy a lot more room in 

congenial surroundings and no one has to sit in the doorways to see our monthly 
speakers. 
After having some time away from researching the family, I have started once again in 

trying to find them and I have to say what a great asset Find my Past and Ancestry are 
in tracking some of them down.  At the same time I still use Family Search and find 
that this gives me three databases to search and they have brought some good 

results. Nothing like cross checking the information you have obtained.  The next 
step is to write the Family History and what to include, I look for items that can add to 

the story. Among the family photos there are many onboard a ship, so research on the 
ship will add another chapter to our story.  Photos of the family homes, car, boats 
and caravans all add to the family’s story.  As you can imagine with relatives born 

overseas copies of Birth, Death and Marriage are in another language which can lead 
to many a problem and I have been using Andrea’s cousins in Holland to help 
translate the Dutch documents that I have found using some of the websites.  As 

with any research, whether provided to you or researched on your own, it is worth 
taking the additional time to cross check the information gained as you never know 

what extra detail or fascinating facts you may uncover or where it may lead. 
Keep on hunting down those ancestors. 
 

Ray Herbert 
President 

 

EDITORIAL 
 

Yet again another 6 months have passed and without the excitement of the Annual Conference to 

organise we find our members returning to their research and discovery, as mentioned by Ray, our 

President.  This journal we have articles from several of our members and the research they have been 

doing, from The Birkhead Family in Oxfordshire by Janet Howe to Sharon Green’s DNA research of her 

family and even a look into early 20
th

 Century transport in the local area from Lester Lovell.  Sharon’s 

record of the Australian Ex Prisoners Memorial in Ballarat, which came about as result of an enthusiastic 

co-worker showing his holiday snaps is a moving tribute to our ex-servicemen who paid dearly for our 

country. Janet’s research in Convict stain reminds me of my excitement when I found a convict 

connection in a most unlikely branch of my tree and how fascinated I was to learn of my grandmother’s 

Garland ancestors and the town in NSW named for them.  Well I hope there is something for everyone 

in this edition of Camden Calling and remind all members that the Camden Calling is only possible 

through the combined efforts of all our members and I will therefore be calling very shortly for more 

articles to make the next journal memorable. 

Warren Sims,  

Editor 
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The Birkhead Family, Oxfordshire   
 

Our family of Birkheads first appear in Cartmel, Cumbria in 1723, when Richard, son of William Birket 

was christened at the Priory Church on January 20.  

 
The font at the 12th century Cartmel Priory Church dates from 1640. Its unusual 
heavy metal cover protects the holy water from theft for use in witchcraft. 

Little is known about the Birkets in Cumbria, but when Richard enrolled at 

Queen’s College Cambridge in 1749 the name became Birkhead which 

settled the spelling for future generations.  

Richard achieved his BA in 1744 and his MA in 1752 qualifying as a 

Clerk, after which he joined the Anglican Church. In 1757, he was 

appointed as a ‘clerk in holy orders’ to the vicarage of St Leonard’s Church, 

Watlington in Oxfordshire. Vicars were often Clerks in Holy Orders who 

were appointed by Rectors to the administration of a parish, particularly if 

the parish was small.  

At that time, the town was largely made up of wattle and mud buildings 

close to the church in the north part of Watlington but in succeeding years, 

the shape of the town changed isolating the church on the northern outskirts. 

Watlington’s three main streets, intersect in a T-Junction, with the 17
th

 

century town hall in an island which creates a single-lane obstacle for traffic. The layout of the streets 

reflects the difficulties the village faced; in 1822 for example, the roads round Watlington were 

described as ‘probably the worst in the country’ which combined with the fact that the nearest navigable 

water was six miles away, led to economic stagnation or more quaintly the town suffered from 

circumstances ‘fatally adverse to the prosperity of the place. 

’  

Prior to Birkhead it appears that the affairs of the church were in disarray and services were not well 

attended. For example, reports stated that in 1738 there were 100 communicants at Easter, but on other 

occasions no more than twenty; and between 1731 and 1757 only one marriage was registered. A note 

contained in the Watlington Parish Registers states: ‘No Registers proper for 1731-1757 except for a 

‘small book’ ‘found in the Vestry’ whose entries from 1749 onwards were copied into the Register by 

the new 1757 incumbent i.e. Rev Richard Birkhead. 

When Richard arrived, he was ‘master of a private Academy as well as of the free school’ and he 

‘augmented the value of the living by obtaining Queen Anne’s Bounty and purchasing land’. Queen 

Anne's Bounty was a fund established in 1704 to augment the incomes of the poorer clergy of the Church 

of England. The bounty was funded by the tax (annates) on the incomes of all Church of England clergy. 

At one stage Birkhead complained that it was rarely possible to get a congregation in winter owing to the 

badness of the roads and the ‘distance of the church’. However, with time and talented stewardship 

things obviously improved because in 1877, apart from the Norman tower, the church was almost 

entirely rebuilt. 

 

Rev. Richard Birkhead died in office in 1884 at the age of 61 having amassed a sizeable estate. He 

bequeathed the family home or ‘messuage’ to his wife Lucia for her use during her lifetime after which it 

was to pass to his son Phillipson ‘his heirs and assigns forever’. In property law a ‘messuage’, which 

comes from Old French mesnage and ménage in modern French, is a dwelling house together with its 

outbuildings, curtilage, and the adjacent land appropriated to its use. Another property in Watlington 

was also left to Lucia which, after her death, was to pass to son Richard and ‘his heirs and assigns 

‘forever’. In the modern context ‘forever’ is an impossible concept, but it was the custom of the day to 

keep family estates intact by creating ‘entails’ which prevented descendants from freely disposing of 

property. In 1834, the British government legislated to make it possible to break entails and after that 

date a number of disentailing deeds were lodged in relation to the estates of Richard Birkhead to try to 

untangle what had become a rather complex situation where with each generation the inheritance 

‘shares’ multiplied and ‘real’ property could only be leased but not otherwise disposed of. 
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Richard had married Lucia Pottinger (c.1734-1801) of Henley-on-Thames in 1757. She was the 

daughter of John Pottinger an apothecary and surgeon in Watlington and his wife Mary. Lucia’s parents 

remained in Watlington at least into the late 1730s but then moved to Henley-on-Thames. It was there in 

1760 that John became involved in the trial of Mary Blandy who was accused of murdering her father by 

poisoning. In a letter to a Henley clergyman dated two days before her execution by hanging, Mary 

denied among other things that she bought arsenic from John Pottinger apothecary and surgeon. Around 

1759/90 John was elected Mayor of Henley. 

  

Lucia Birkhead outlived her husband by seventeen years, but on her death, she was interred beside 

him in the floor of the Lady Chapel at St Leonard's. 

 

Richard and Lucia had eight children, all of whom were born in Watlington and my line descends 

through the fourth, William (1762-1827). 

 

William Birkhead married Elizabeth Mary Harness in 1787, the only child of William Harness 

(1737-1815) a surgeon and apothecary in Watlington and his wife Elizabeth Reading. Judging by the 

bequests in his Will, William Harness, like the Vicar was an astute businessman but unlike Birkhead he 

had just the one child to inherit his estate. Fortunately for Elizabeth, William Harness took care to 

protect his daughter from ‘coverture’ the legal position whereby upon marriage, the wife’s separate legal 

existence disappeared as far as property rights were concerned, unless a male relative made specific 

provision. William’s will bequeathed his estate to ‘…my daughter Elizabeth Mary Birkhead for and 

during the term of her natural life … to retrieve the said interest dividends and profits to and for her own 

sole and separate use and benefit and so as not to be in anywise liable to the debts Control or 

Engagements of her present and any after taken husband and for that end intent and purpose I do hereby 

will and declare that the Receipt and Receipts of my said daughter (shall notwithstanding her present or 

any future Coverture) from time to time be a good and sufficient discharge…’.  Over the succeeding 

years, William added several codicils leaving legacies of £500 to each of his grandchildren before he 

died in 1815. 

  

One of the sons of William Birkhead and Elizabeth Harness was my 3
rd

 great-grandfather, John 

Pottinger Birkhead FRCS who became a surgeon like his father and grandfathers Harness and Pottinger. 

He went into business with his father but in 1826 the partnership between them was dissolved, possibly 

because of the implications of John’s worsening financial status which led to bankruptcy shortly 

afterwards in 1827; or given William’s death in 1829 it may have been due to his encroaching ill-health. 

All of J. P. Birkhead’s property and possessions were then auctioned, without reserve which must have 

made life rather difficult for the family. John continued to practice as a surgeon with premises in 

Couching Street and despite his financial embarrassment, he was accepted as a Fellow of the Royal 

College of Surgeons. 
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John had married Elizabeth Hill, in 1823 in her home town of Sutton St Nicholas in Herefordshire. 

They had twelve children, eleven of whom were born in Watlington but my 2
nd

 great-grandmother 

Sybella Catherine arrived while her mother was visiting her parents in Sutton. John died in 1854 in 

Watlington and as by that time her children had spread far afield, Elizabeth moved back to Sutton to 

spend time with her elderly mother who passed away not long afterwards. Elizabeth herself died in 1859 

in her brother Rev. Matthew Hill’s home in Herefordshire but was taken back to Watlington for burial. 

 

The Birkhead girls appear to have been out of step with their time and unwilling to be captive to the 

conventions of the day. The first to leave home was Elizabeth who travelled to the southern colonies not 

long after the 1851 Census at which time she was living at home with the family. According to a later 

obituary, Elizabeth went on to New Zealand where she resided for some 22 years, but no trace of her has 

been located there. Following the death of their father in January 1853, three of her sisters, Rosa Matilda 

(20 years), Fanny Clara (18 years) and Susan Emily (17 years) followed her arriving at Port Phillip Bay, 

Melbourne aboard the SS Kent on April 21, 1853. For such young women, it was quite a courageous 

undertaking to leave family and friends behind and move to the other side of the world and as they were 

all under the legal age their mother must have given her permission. The girls came from a family of 

clever people, particularly on their paternal grandmother's Harness side, and it is entirely probable that 

they found the strictures of life for women in England intolerable. Presumably grandfather Harness’ 

legacies gave them a degree of financial freedom. 

 

Rosa didn’t take to life in the colony and left again within months, marrying in Islington, London in 

November 1854. The youngest of the sisters, Susan married in February 1858 at St Peter’s, 

Collingwood, followed six months later at the same church by my great-great-grandmother Sybella with 

her sister Fanny acting as a witness. Fanny also returned to England; she never married. Another sister, 

Mary Augusta married Edsall Munt, in 1852. Edsall became a successful leather merchant who on his 

death in 1885, left an estate which in today's world would have a spending power of well over a million. 

 

Shortly after their wedding Sybella and John Carter moved to Adelong where gold had been 

discovered in 1857 and while mining success evaded them, their lives were 

rich in other ways. Around 1871 Elizabeth Birkhead joined her sister in 

Adelong where she opened a Ladies Seminary which became an important 

part of the educational life of the small town. 

  

My great-grandmother was Sybella’s daughter Emily Alice Baither 

(photo left) who was born around 1856 in London, but family researchers 

have never been able to discover her birth registration or anything about 

her father. The Baither name comes from her marriage in 1875 to John 

Channon in Adelong. Sybella died in 1902 and as the mining economy in 

Adelong had declined, Emily and John Channon moved their family to 

West Wyalong. Elizabeth went with them and she passed away there in 

1914 at the grand age of 89, the second eldest of the Birkhead sisters, but 

the longest lived. 

 

Contributed by Janet Howe – CAFHS Member 

Today's Quote 

The lives of great men all remind us we can make our lives sublime and departing leave 

behind us footprints on the sands of time. – Thoreau 

 



Page 9 

 

Convict Stain 
 

Contributed by Janet Howe CAFHS member 
 

 

 

 

 

When I first started researching my family history, the discovery of four convicts was a surprise but 

rather than seeing it as a ‘stain’ on the family’s reputation I felt that it made us part of the great 

Australian story. 

Elizabeth Smith, my 4
th

 great-grandmother was transported in 1811 after stealing a dress in London.  

She arrived on the transport Friends
i
 bringing with her my 3

rd
 great-grandmother, Ann Treble. 

Elizabeth’s name is almost certainly an alias, fabricated in a hurry, possibly to protect others and 

undiscovered by the authorities. I doubt the origins of Elizabeth (c.1782) and Ann (c.1807) will ever be 

discovered as there are several viable known options and others unknown. Daughter Ann is possibly the 

Ann Treble who was baptised at St James, Piccadilly on 6 July 1807, in which case, Elizabeth may have 

been married to Ann’s father, Samuel Treble. 

On arrival, Elizabeth was sent to Parramatta where she was chosen by former convict, Joseph Eyles 

(transported in 1801 for 7 years), whose wife had recently died, as his ‘housekeeper’. Eyles 

painstakingly developed a land grant in the Field of Mars into a successful peach orchard. Within a year 

of her arrival, Elizabeth was pregnant with her first child to Eyles and they were married in 1815 after 

the birth of the second. They eventually had a family of seven entrepreneurial children, some of whom 

remained in the Carlingford/Dundas area, while others moved to the Richmond River district. In later 

life, Joseph Eyles passed the management of his property over to his sons and became an active and 

apparently well-respected district constable.  

Elizabeth’s daughter Ann was four when she arrived in Sydney and at times, she took her step-father 

Joseph Eyles’ name. She took up with convict Thomas Warwick when she was 15, appearing on the 

1822 Convict Indent as Ann Warwick although her marriage at St John’s Parramatta didn’t take place 

until the following year. Son John was born in 1824 and around the same time, Ann either left her 
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husband, or was abandoned by him and she began co-habitating with another convict, my 3
rd

 

great-grandfather Francis Allsop. From that point, Ann’s eldest son John became an Allsop and would 

remain so through life. In 1828, Francis and Ann were living at the Field of Mars with three sons, John 

(5), Francis Jnr (3) and James (1). Another two Allsop sons were born before Ann left Francis Allsop 

and her six sons and moved in with another ex-convict, Edward Billett. Ann bore Edward six children 

and spent time in gaol for breaches of the Licensing Act but that and the fact that Ann is connected to 

Camden through her Billett children is a story for another time. 

Francis Allsop Snr and Jnr 

Francis Allsop Snr was born in Liverpool, Lancashire in 

1796 in the Toxteth Park parish which covered the 

flourishing Liverpool docklands and it is unsurprising 

that Francis became a sailor. There are a number of 

family stories about Francis, including that he was at the 

Battle of Waterloo, but as that was a land engagement, it 

wouldn’t have been as a sailor. Whatever the case in 

December 1815 he was convicted at the Old Bailey with 

two others of stealing handkershiefs and sentenced to 

transportation for life. After spending some time on the 

prison hulk Sirene in Portsmouth harbour, he sailed on 

the transport Elizabeth, disembarking in Sydney on 

October 11, 1816 when he was forwarded to Parramatta 

for distribution. Francis Allsop became an active member 

of the fruit-growing community in the Hills District. He 

received his Conditional Pardon in 1838, remarried in 

1843, and died in 1861, when he was buried in the 

churchyard of the now Cherrybrook Uniting Church. 

My 2
nd

 great-grandparents, Francis Allsop Jnr and Rachel Thompson were married at Castle Hill in 

1848. Rachel was the daughter of convict Thomas Thompson and Hannah Russell.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above left: Hannah Russell and Thomas Thompson, and Right: daughter Rachel Thompson 
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Thomas Thompson was tried at the Old Bailey in June 1813 for ‘felonious stealing’ and sentenced to 

transportation for 7 years. He spent time in Newgate prison and also in the prison hulk Retribution at 

Woolwich before being assigned to the transport Indefatigable which left England in October 1814 and 

arrived in Sydney in April 1815. How and where Thomas met Hannah is unknown, but after receiving 

permission, they were married at St Phillip’s in Sydney and settled at Pennant Hills near Hannah’s 

parents. Unlike many of my early ancestors about whom little is known, Thomas Thompson managed to 

leave several stories for later generations. In 1821, his home was supposedly ‘forcibly entered’ by a gang 

of bushrangers and complicity in the affair by Thomas was suspected but unable to be proved unlike the 

charge that same year for operating an illicit still which sent him to gaol. Afterwards, Thomas like many 

in the Hills District became a successful fruitgrower and a respected member of the community. On his 

death, he was buried at Cherrybrook. Thomas and Hannah had thirteen children the best known of whom 

was Thomas Jnr who built a shop at the junction of Castle Hill and Pennant Hills Roads; the locality 

came to be known as Thompson’s Corner. 

Thomas Thompson Snr’s wife Hannah was the daughter of convict Henry Russell and his wife Mary nee 

Chaddock. Henry was convicted in Oxford in 1809 of uttering forged banknotes and was sentenced to 

death. Fortunately for Henry, he established a relationship with the prisoner governor who believed his 

protestations of innocence and an investigation into his case established that Henry had been duped into 

the offence and the sentence was commuted to transportation for life. 
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Henry was one of 200 male convicts who arrived on the Somersetshire in October 1814. A few months later in 

January 1815, Mary Russell with daughter Hannah set sail as free settlers aboard the Northampton in a convoy 

made up of convict transports and cargo ships bound for Sydney. A few days into the journey the convoy was 

scattered by a gale off Madeira and having lost the protection of the accompanying naval escorts, the 

Northampton was captured by an American privateer, however it was quickly set free ‘the enemy not liking the 

cargo.’ 

In 1818 Mary Russell was given a 50 acre land grant in West Pennant Hills and Henry was assigned to her as 

convict labour. The couple fared well and Henry secured the neighbouring land grant of William Pincham. It was 

this land that Henry gave to his only child, daughter Hannah on her marriage to Thomas Thompson. 

Postcript: 

During the time we lived in England, I researched Geoffrey’s family tree. In the process I discovered that he had a 

connection to Australia that long preceded his marriage to me. In October 1838, Geoffrey’s 3
rd

 Great-grandfather 

Stephen Goodson was tried in Hertfordshire for ‘stealing a sheep hurdle’ and sentenced to transportation for life. 

While the crime didn’t seem like much, it was his third rather petty offence.  

Stephen Goodson was an illiterate agricultural labourer at a time of high unemployment in the sector with falling 

wages and an increasing cost of living. His wife had died in 1832, leaving him with five children to support and it 

was then that he turned to crime.  

Stephen Goodson was sent to Hobart aboard the transport Layton and assigned to the government farm. He was 

pardoned after 14½ years, but died in 1856. 

 

The journey of the Friends and one of its convict passengers Susannah Noon is the subject of a recent  

book The girl who stole stockings, by Elsbeth Hardie. The library has a copy and it is a good read. 

 

 

 

 

A Stumbling Block or a Stepping Stone 

 

Isn't it strange that Princes and Kings 

And clowns who caper in stardust rings, 

And common people like you and me 

Are builders for eternity? 

 

Each is given a set of tools, 

A shapeless mass, and a book of rules, 

And each must make, ere life has flown, 

A stumbling block or a stepping stone. 

 

(Author Unknown) 
 

 

 

  



Page 13 

 

My DNA Research     Sharon Greene, CAFHS member 
 

George Arthur FRANCIS is my mystery man. On his marriage certificate of 1882 it states that he was 

born in Sydney; age 37 years old; his father was John FRANCIS; his mother was Margaret MANNING. 

Some of this information was added in 1937 by a third party, when the registers were recalled to Sydney 

in 1937. There is an official stamp on the certificate to this affect.  

 

My family history research over the last thirty-two years has not revealed any further information about 

George Arthur Francis and his parents: their arrival in Australia, or their births here or overseas, their 

marriage or even their deaths, nothing! So I took the DNA journey in an attempt to establish my father’s 

ancestry. My first foray into DNA research initially appeared disappointing however my second DNA 

test results appear more promising ... even mind blowing! 

 

My first test was with FamilyTreeDNA some years ago (2014) and I received heaps of information that 

made absolutely no sense to me at all and I thought, that was a waste of money! Then out of the blue I 

had an email from a chap in Victoria on 1 April 2015 (hmm ... was this an April Fool’s day joke?). 

However a week later another email arrived from a lady in San Diego, USA. So I went back to my results 

and miraculously the previous gobbledygook, now had names, dates and emails. It was searchable and 

sort of made sense.  

 

Some background on my father’s line: 

Dad ...  born 1923 

 

His father: Arthur Henry FRANCIS born 1883 at Mt McDonald NSW died 1926. 

His mother Ruby Ethel Ann REID born 1882 Port Macquarie NSW died 1972. 

 

His grandfather: George Arthur FRANCIS born c1845 Sydney NSW died? Not known when! 

His grandmother: Jane PEISLEY born 1858 O’Connell Plains, near Bathurst NSW died 1907. 

They were married at Bathurst on 4 Jan 1882, with the above marriage details previously mentioned. 

 

I talked with my parents, explaining my lack of success with Dad’s family line (he was 92 yrs old at the 

time) and surprisingly they both agreed to be tested. I again used FamilyTreeDNA for them, to at least 

prove a connection to me and sent away test-kits in May 2015. I have often said that as I’m the only 

‘normal’ sibling and that I must have been adopted! The results arrived in August confirming, as my 

parents have said all along that I am my parents’ child! There went that theory! The male line results 

appear a little different: from father to son, to son, and so on. To access the results each person has a 

designated identification kit number and log-in details to protect members identity. I’m the administrator 

for my parents and my account as it is all done via the Internet.  

 

I had tested Dad to the max with 111 markers (DNA talk). During August I started to receive emails 

from people that had a COFFEY surname connection. Of the top 16 connections for Dad, 11 had Coffey 

ancestors. I have never come across the surname ‘Coffey’ in any branches during my 32 years of 

research. A chap living in New York emailed me and said according to the DNA results that Dad was 

definitely a COFFEY descendant. I even joined a blood type group with Irish ancestry that said Dad 

definitely belonged to. 

 

Now, my Dad is a Masonic Lodge Past Grand Master and he was none too pleased to have an Irish 

connection (hopefully they turn out to be the correct colour orange or is it green?).  

As Professor Michael Gillings explained to us at our Society meeting, the connection between DNA and 

genealogy is in the surnames. The surname is usually carried by the father and in genealogy surnames 

are our main guide. Mum’s female line confirmed surnames and connections that I had proved the 

long-way, with birth, marriage and death certificates.  
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But I still could NOT find a Coffey anywhere... 

 

The information from FamilyTreeDNA appears to be further back in time: eight to twelve generations 

which is approximately 200-300 years (working on each generation as 25 years). I needed something 

closer, to cover the gap and only be two or three generations from my father. I decided to do a second 

DNA test with another company and for the three of us again, this time I chose Ancestry.com.au in 

September 2016. I guess all those television adverts got to me ... I have stories to tell you, come find me!  

 

I needed to subscribe to Ancestry.com.au to build my tree, see who my DNA matches are and to be able 

to contact other researchers. To join, there was discounted price because I had done the DNA tests: the 

amount worked out to be the price of a cappuccino per week (it may well be different when the renewal 

comes around?). When the results started arriving, familiar names appeared but still no Coffey names. 

The similar names and matches confirmed my previous known connections and heaps more. Building 

my family tree on Ancestry and listing as many family surnames as possible was my hope that other 

researchers would recognise some names and contact me? I will add a note here: if someone does contact 

you, please have the courtesy to reply to their email. It is rather difficult to reach out to a virtual stranger 

and ask questions, personal or otherwise however as genealogists most will reply.  

 

DNA matches arrive the via website and emails, late one night while checking some of these matches 

and names I found two names (George GREEN and Sarah SKIDMORE) that belonged on my Mother’s 

side, however they were showing on my Father’s side? 

 

I then discovered that George and Sarah (nee Skidmore/Scudamore) GREEN came to Sydney from 

Gloucestershire, England, UK in 1848 aboard the ship Waterloo, they arrived with their six surviving 

children: Mark, Hannah, Jesse, Edwin, Ann and Mary Ann. 

 

Imagine my surprise when I discover that my parents are related through marriages in 1862 some 

eighty-three years before my parents married in 1945 ... or were they? 

 

I knew my Mother’s line was via Jesse GREEN who married Anne BUDGE in Orange NSW in 1862. 

Anne died four years later from measles, she had four children and sadly the youngest child died six 

months after her mother. Jesse remarried in 1872 to Mary Anne HALL. Emily Green was from his first 

marriage and is my great grandmother. 

 

Checking the details for Mark GREEN I discovered that he married Cecilia Jemima Agnes COFFEY in 

1862! At last a Coffey! Looking into Cecilia’s family I found her parents were John Coffey b.c1797 Co. 

Kerry, Ireland and Margaret LEGASS b.c1807 Wicklow, Ireland they were married at Sutton Forest, 

1834 and her siblings were: Cornelius A born 1835; Cecilia J M born 1838; John H born 1841; George 

Arthur F born 1844; Silvester born 1848. 

 

After so many years of this preverbal brick wall my mind was running wild! This is where the theory 

comes in. It has always proved to be a challenging task when researching three Christian names: George, 

Arthur, Francis and I’ve always been open to lateral thinking, especially when it comes to family history 

and would always check the ‘three’ as possible surnames. 

My reasoning: George Arthur F Coffey at age 14 ran away from home, two Sydney Morning Herald 

newspaper articles state this (thank you TROVE) one from his mother to ‘come home’ and all will be 

forgiven and he will be treated kindly. The other is from his father threatening to charge whoever was 

helping George: 

  

George (14) ran away from home with three other boys, Alfred BURNS (15), Edward James 

GEIGRIAN (13) and Tobias TURNER (12) on Sunday 25 April 1858. 
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With all the Coffey connections and contacts to my father I am wondering, did: 

 

George Arthur F Coffey, drop the Coffey surname when he ran away from home?  

Does the F stand for FRANCIS?  

My great grandfather (George Arthur) my grandfather (Arthur Henry) my father (Aubrey 

Bernard) all have the surname as FRANCIS ... or should they? 

George Arthur F Coffey’s parents are John Coffey and Margaret Legass 

George Arthur Francis’s parents are John Francis and Margaret Manning 

 

Was George using the different surname of Francis to make George Arthur F Coffey simply disappear? 

John Christopher Coffey came from Co. Kerry; Ireland was a soldier arrived in Sydney in 1822 served 

with the 17
th

 and 57
th

 Regiments, held the rank of Private and Mounted Police/trooper was discharged as 

‘drunk and irregular’. Perhaps John Coffey was a rather hard man to live with thus caused George’s 

running away from home... and possibly that of his two other siblings: John and Silvester. John 

Christopher Coffey was 64 when he died in 1861. 

 

It is sad to note that Margaret died at age 90 on 30 August 1906, at the Newington Asylum, in Granville. 

On her death certificate is states: John H, George A, Silvester – ages unknown, living. Her two other 

children Cecilia J A died 1875 and Cornelius A died 1881. It would appear that she never saw her three 

youngest boys again.  

 

Has my DNA journey solved my proverbial brick wall? Not conclusively but it certainly has given me 

enlightenment to a possibility I would never have discovered without my DNA research. 

 

Ancestry.com.au 

 
 

FamilyTreeDNA chromosome matches 
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Patricia Kerz is a Green family descendant; Lorraine Vidler is a Peisley family descendant. 
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From CAFHS Member Lester Lovell 

 
This research commenced with my attempt trace my father's life before the 1940's. The family has it that he drove 
horse drawn mail coaches from Picton to Yerranderie in the 1910 to 1920 period. Unfortunately this research has 
commenced too late to get any proof. If it is true I feel he was working for the Butlers as they had several coaches, 
the distances travelled required "relay" drivers, there were insufficient "family" members to cover the runs and 
their involvement in WW1. At the commencement of the 1920's the Butlers lost some contracts, motor vehicles 
were taking over and my father gained a mail contract for Bringelly to Liverpool with a 2 horse Coach. He was also 
in close contact with his "cousins" Joe and Clyde Tomkins who were horse teamsters in the valley during this 
period. I have been through many sources but that part of his life remains incomplete.  
 
The attached shows his life from 1922 when he gained the mail contract for Bringelly to Liverpool using a 
two horse coach, changing to motor cars and then later using an "omnibus" which commenced bus route 58 and 
is still running as 856 under the Interline ownership which shapes him as a pioneer of public transport for that area. 
 

 

MY RESEARCHING OF THE ROLE THAT GEO. LOVELL PLAYED 

IN BRINGELLY’S EARLY TRANSPORT 
 

Passenger Transport between Liverpool and Bringelly in the early 1900’s paralleled the awarding of Mail 

Contracts to local contractors who also provided limited passenger transport.  

 

 THE HORSE AND COACH ERA 

 
 

The Nepean Times of Saturday 17
th

 October 1914 reported that during the Business conducted at the then 

Nepean Shire Council monthly meeting held on the previous Wednesday, 14
th

 October 1914 under the title 

of  “Bringelly Mail: - It was moved by Crs. Cordin and Baynes, that the Deputy Postmaster-General be asked 

in the interests of the community not to contract for the carrying of the Liverpool to Bringelly mail, with a 

vehicle that will not carry six or more  passengers and that he be reminded that a coach and two horses has 

been employed on this work for the past six years”. This would show that mail was being contracted for as 

early as 1908 though no reference was found when researching the PMG files held in the National Archives 

at Chester Hill.  

 

Those records still available at the National Archives show that for 1912, George Little from Bringelly was 

awarded the Mail contract for Bringelly, Rossmore, Prestons and Liverpool covering the 13 miles with a 

two horse coach for an annual £65 remuneration with the two year contract expiring 31
st
 December 1914.  

 

John J.T. Byrne from Bringelly followed, holding the contract under the same conditions from January 

1915 right through till the 9th August 1919 when “due to unsatisfactory performance of service by the 

contractor” his contract was terminated.  It was noteworthy that during Mr. Byrne’s contract, approval 

had been given to use “a horse and sulky during the winter months until the price of fodder is reduced”. 

 

Thomas Bennett Lloyd of Bringelly, maintained the service for a very short period until Albert W Lord of 

Bringelly took over from 29
th

 May 1920 through to 14 November 1922 when Geo. Lovell from Rossmore 

took on the 13 mile service with a contract to provide six services per week using a two horse coach @ £180 

remuneration per annum. 
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Images above are taken from old postcards of the period 

THE MOTOR CAR ERA ARRIVES 

 
 

Buicks were George Lovell’s favourite road transport   A later survivor from the era – a 1930 model 

 

The service settled down with horse drawn mode continuing until during 1926 a motor car was introduced.  

From 1
st
 January 1927 a timetable for the Mail service was issued as follows Departing Bringelly 6.30am to 

arrive Liverpool 7.45am then Departing Liverpool 10.45am to 

arrive Bringelly 11.30am.  In 1929 a deviation to the service commenced when Leppington P.O. was 

removed to the residence of Mr. W. J. Handcock with a resulting route increase of 1 mile each way and the 

subsidy increased to £156 per annum. This tender was for five years until 31 December 1931. 

 

HAZARDS  

A natural hazard existed just to the west of Rossmore township where South Creek crossed Bringelly Road 

and had the habit of flooding in periods of heavy rain. In the spirit of “the Mail must get through” even in 

horse drawn days a detour was made via Cobbity in order to get the mail to and from Bringelly P.O.  This 

added mileage must have placed a heavier strain 

on both the driver and horses in that era. 

The arrival of the motor car as a transport mode was not without its hazards. On 25
th

 March 1928 Geo 

Lovell was on his way to Liverpool along Liverpool Road (later Hume Highway) when “at Casula he had 

cause to alight to attend to a tail light which had failed. He had made the adjustment and was about to 

re-enter the car when an approaching vehicle collided violently with the rear of the vehicle. As a result 

George was thrown under the car wheels causing him to suffer fractures to both legs and other injuries. It 

was noted that the scene was in darkness, was very poorly lit and the road was wet at the time”. A 

compensation court case ensured some twelve months later with George being awarded £263/15/- 

damages. 

 

ANOTHER MODE CHANGE 

From 1
st
 January 1931 Herbert W Holmes of Girraween gained the mail contract until 31 December 1934. 

Records show that he also commenced bus service route 57 Liverpool – Leppington – Rossmore – Bringelly 

from 13 June 1934.  These records also show that this run ceased on 28 July 1936 when the bus was 

repossessed.  
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Whilst without the mail contract Geo Lovell of Rossmore from 21 November 1933 had commenced bus 

service route 58 Liverpool – Leppington – Austral – Rossmore – Bringelly.  From 1 January 1935 he was 

able to regain the Mail contract for the 18 mile journey @ 6 services per week using the Motor Omnibus @ 

£ 100.00 per annum expiring on the 31 December 1937. 

 

  
A brand new Bedford “omnibus” arrives at the Watling property in Rossmore so George Lovell then took 

the two Watling families for a trip.  George’s sister, Mabel was married to “Clarrie” Watling shown 

standing on the far right of the photo.  

 

GEORGE SETTLES DOWN 

Until this time George had remained single and during 1935 he married a local Rossmore lass, “Stella” 

Pollyblank who had grown up on a farm in the “Rossmore Estate” with her parents and four sisters. 

They built a residence and shed accommodation for the bus and a car on a property at the corner of The 

Northern Road and Clyde Road (now Badgerys Creek Road), Bringelly. This became the depot for several 

years until the outbreak of WW2 saw Geo Lovell sell out on the last day of 1939 after 17 years of “keeping 

the customers happy” a job he apparently did with great relish and pride. 

Local Memories of the GEORGE LOVELL era. 
 

Extract taken from “BRINGELLY PUBLIC SCHOOL CENTENARY, 1878 – 1978 booklet. 

                         
Note the accuracy of all of the above cannot be verified. 

       

       
 
c 1939 Liverpool Railway Station terminus and in this scene the 

 gentleman of short stature is the Proprietor, Geo Lovell. This scene         

could well have been part of the negotiations to sell the service. 

The dwelling with the sheds behind formed the original “depot” at the 

corner of The Northern Road and Clyde Road (now Badgerys Creek 

Road from 1935 when George and Stella Lovell were married.  
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In 2005 the Sheds from the original “depot” were still standing some  

70 years after being erected. This scene was taken from Badgerys  

Creek Road 

 

It is presumed that the RMS has purchased the property for The Northern Road widening scheme with a 

proposed major intersection with Badgerys Creek Road to encroach on this area.  

 

POST GEORGE LOVELL 

The new proprietors of route 58 were reputed to be the two brothers named Billett from Cessnock. We 

know later by the accompanying image that it was owned at one time by A. J. Moore and even later by MB 

& AK Scott (the Scott brothers) from Busabout records .  

   

                                                       

 
       

A Route 58 Bringelly bus under the ownership of A J Moore. 

NEVILLES BUS SERVICE/BUSABOUT 
In November 1947, Sid Neville purchased route 58 from MB & AK Scott. In conjunction with other 

services purchased over a period of time the operation ran as Neville’s Bus Service. 

 

In 1994 Joe and Tony Calabro bought a 50% share of Neville’s Bus Service with the operation then 

rebranded Busabout.  The Calabro family had a long history with bus transport in the south western 

suburbs as far back as 1951. Busabout further expanded in September 1997 when it purchased Liverpool 

Transport Co. from the Garrard family with both bodies being subsequently amalgamated under the 

Busabout banner. 

 

BUS ROUTE 58 BRINGELLY TO LIVERPOOL FADES INTO HISTORY 
On 24 July 1995 the Sydney Region Route Number System resulted in route 58 being renumbered to 856 

with the route remaining basically the same since its inception in the 1930s in fact the current (2016) 

timetable has its Bringelly terminus at the corner of The Northern Road and Badgerys Creek Road not 100 

metres from Geo Lovell’s residence and Depot.  

By 2015 the only sign of habitation remaining on the 

property was the driveway facing Badgerys Creek Road  



Page 21 

 

 
 

A Busabout Scania coach at the Liverpool terminus in 2013  

 

OLIVERI TRANSPORT SERVICES/ INGLEBURN BUS SERVICES/INTERLINE. 
In November 1954, Giovanni Oliveri purchased bus route 41 Green Valley to Liverpool to start operations 

for a company to be known as Oliveri Transport Services. Expansion into the Campbelltown area began 

when the Oliveri family purchased route 102 Macquarie Fields to Campbelltown from “Herbie” Harrison 

in September 1961. The amalgamation of these two operations now formed a new company, Ingleburn Bus 

Services.  In the 1990’s following changes in the family shareholders the trading name then became 

Interline Bus Services. 

 

In June 2014 the Sydney Regions 2 and 3 were reorganised with Route 856 (amongst others) passing from 

the Busabout operation into Interline ownership  

 

 
 

In 2016 a modern Daewoo Interline bus is loading at the Liverpool Bus/Rail interchange, a far cry to the 

terminus arrangements in the 1939 photo shown earlier 
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It was only natural that with the completion of the South Western Rail link that the current 856 route has 

become a feeder to the Leppington Railway Station by a minor route change.   

 

     
 

 Entrance to Leppington Railway Station             The Lovell’s in retirement at Hornsby 1967  

 

It can be seen that Geo Lovell has played a significant part in the changes occurring to the modes of 

transport servicing the area commencing with a 2 horse coach for several years followed by the motor car 

and later the “omnibus” as demand grew. The current air conditioned buses would be a far cry from open 

air of the 2 horse coaches over the 18 mile journey each way. 

 

 

Your Name... 
 

You got it from your father, it was all he had to give, 

So it's yours to keep and cherish for as long as you shall live, 

It was clean the day he got it, and a worthy name to bear, 

When he got it from his father, there was no dishonor there, 

So protect and guard it safely, for when all is said and done, 

You'll be proud the name is spotless when you give it to your son. 

 

 

This packrat has learned that what the next generation will value most 

is not what we owned, but the evidence of who we were and the tales 

of how we loved. In the end, it's the family stories that are worth the 

storage.    -  Ellen Goodman, The Boston Globe  
 

 

 

Genealogy: Where you confuse the dead and irritate the living.  
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The Australian Ex-Prisoners of War Memorial at Ballarat, Victoria. 
 

 
 

A fellow family historian and work colleague, Grahame Sandry, is the impetus behind this article.  

Grahame and his wife, Julie, visited the Australian Ex-Prisoners of War Memorial looking for family 

members in April 2017 and happened to mention the memorial to me on his return to work, showing me 

photographs that they had taken.  

 

I must admit the viewing these photographs gave me a feeling of reverence for the number of prisoners 

and the important significance of the memorial. It spoke volumes to a family historian and a proud 

Australian. I wanted to learn more. From the design and size of the memorial, to the extensive and 

comprehensive database, it is both reverent and excellent.  

 

Family historians are always on the look-out for information and acknowledgement of our ancestors. 

The need to find further information to add to our family tree is always there. 

I applaud the organisation behind this reverent and relevant memorial. It communicates respect, 

tranquillity and gratefulness, with a spiritual presence. 

 

The Australian Ex-prisoners of War Memorial at Ballarat, is situated in part of the Ballarat Botanical 

Gardens. It was opened and dedicated on 6 February 2004. The memorial acknowledges the lives and 

the duty paid by our servicemen and women. Covers conflicts from The Boer War to modern-day 
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Peacekeepers where ever Australian service persons have became prisoners of war, across all conflicts 

that involved the Australian forces. 

 

 
 

Peter Blizzard OAM, was the sculptor and artist of this ...  Stone garden journey. 

 

The memorial consists of seven massive stone-basalt sentinels, six are standing upright and one has 

fallen:  to represent those that died while a prisoner of war. Etched on the sentinels are the details of the 

conflicts: Boer War, World War 1, World War 2 and Korean War; the places were Australians fought 

and became prisoners – 42 countries (some no-longer exist); the Merchant Navy and the Montevideo 

Maru sinking; our Nurses; and the Burma Railway. 

 

There etched into black granite 130 metre wall, lying parallel to the pathway are the names of every 

prisoner of war, over 36,000 names. The names are listed under each conflict in alphabetical order of 

surname with initials. The roll gives no rank, number or enlistment detail. In recognition that their 

sacrifices, suffering and desperation is acknowledged without status, that these men and women are 

equals. 

 

However it does serve to acknowledge the pain and suffering that all prisoners of war endured during 

their time in captivity, to commemorate the thousands of mates left behind and to acknowledge the 

sacrifice of families during wartime. This roll is not closed, an additional 974 names have been added 

since 2004. 

 
This memorial is breathtaking and acknowledges the respect due to so many of our brave servicemen 

and women that have sadly been forgotten, on other memorials. They survived the war and came home, 

disappearing back into the community and living their daily lives. Sadly their names do not appear on 

memorials when they finally pass away...  

 

One of these soldiers was Julie Sandry’s uncle: Allan Francis FOO who was captured at the fall of 

Singapore, where he was kept as a prisoner of war and then held later in Japan. He returned to Australia 

in 1946 and in 1947 he married local Menangle girl, Mildred Dympna FINN. They moved to a farm near 

Morriset, NSW where they raised a large family. Allan passed away in 1992, aged 74 years. See his 

name on the memorial below. 
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Website: www.powmemorialballarat.com.au/ 

 

Check out the website and have a look... 

 

 

 
 

It is sad to note that over 8,600 Australian prisoners of war, died in captivity and remain buried on 

foreign shores. 

http://www.powmemorialballarat.com.au/
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Apart from the memorial there is an extensive and comprehensive database gleaned from records held 

by The Australian War Memorial; Australian National Archives; WW1 and WW2 Nominal Rolls and 

the Korean Nominal Roll. 

 

The names of the POWs can be found on their webpage under the banner: War History / Education / 

POW Names.  

 

Some sections of the database are still in ‘draft’ format, while names and information are being collected 

however it is searchable and has relevant information. 

 

See a sample of the database below: WW2 

 

 

DALEY ARTHUR ERIC  415236 RAAF 460 
Sqn 

Warrant 
Officer 

GERMAN Held Stalag IVB POW number 
267156 RTA 

DALEY HARLEY JAMES  NX50577     

DALEY JOHN ATLEY  VX27086     

DALEY JOHN SIDNEY  NX30810   GERMAN  

DALEY WILLIAM THOMAS  NX21536 2/6 Field 
Park Coy 

Sapper Japanese RTA 

DALGLIESH DOUGLAS JOHN ARTHUR QX4659   GERMAN  

DALGLIESH WILLIAM LEWIS  QX9835     

DALLAS HERBERT FREDERICK  NX35842     

DALLAS JOHN   NX20518   GERMAN  

DALLEY WILLIAM BEDE  NX45236     

DALLIMORE ARTHUR GEORGE  NX13569   GERMAN  

DALLIMORE ROBERT JAMES  VX15423 2/22 INFBn Private Japanese Died 1/7/1942 when the 
Montevideo Maru was sunk by 
the USS Sturgeon 

DALLOW ALLAN   SX3715 2/3 MGBn Private Japanese RTA 

 

 

"When you go home tell them of us, and say for your tomorrow we gave 
our today" 

 
NB: Harley James DALEY was the Town Clerk of Campbelltown City Council, NSW for many years. 

He was a prisoner of war at Changi. He came home, had a long and productive life and passed away in 

1987, aged 81 years.  I work for Campbelltown City Library and our central branch is named in his 

honour HJ Daley Library. Our Local Studies officer will be contacting the Trustees with the missing 

information for Harley. 

 

Donations of over $2.00 are tax deductable and are most welcome. 

 

An email inquiry to the Trustees assured me that further information about POW’s would be welcome 

and could be added to the database. 

 

Sharon Greene, CAFHS member. 
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ITEMS FOR SALE 

Camden Pioneer Register Third Edition $35.00 

Pioneers At Rest (Cawdor Cemetery) Daphne Koob/CAFHS   $20.00 

St. Thomas C of E Parish Register CD  Transcript by CAFHS $20.00 

We do but Sleep Camden & Menangle Janice Johnson $20.00 

Anglican Parish Cemeteries  

  
Camden General Cemetery + Index  Transcript by CAFHS  $12.00 

Camden Catholic Cemetery  Transcript by CAFHS  $8.00 

St. Paul's Cobbitty Cemetery Transcript by CAFHS  $15.00 

St. Thomas's Narellan Cemetery Transcript by CAFHS   $15.00 

Camden Council Rates Book Transcript by CAFHS $25.00 

CAFHS Coo kbook  CAFHS Members $8.00 

Camden Alan Atkinson $40.00 

History of Camden CHS $10.00 

Internet Family History Cora Num $12.00 

Irish Research on the Internet  Cora Num $12.00 

The Old Razorback Road Elizabeth Villy $35.00 

   

   If ordered by Post, the above items incur postage and handling fee depending on the item/s and 
quantities 

Postage: Australia (Approx) $8.00 

 
Overseas 

Price on 
application 

   

   Charts 
  Ancestor Chart 9 Generations Large $4.00 

Ancestor Chart 9 Generations Small $2.00 

Tree Chart 7 Generations Coloured $5.00 

Our Family Tree 6 Generations Reakes $2.00 

Family Circle 
9 Generations Wheel         

Chart 
$2.00 

The Family Tree 6 Generations Bordered $2.00 

   Miscellaneous 
  Starter Kit Genealogy Starter Kit $2.50 

 

  



Page 28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Camden Area Family History Society Inc. 

 

P. 0. Box 679 

CAMDEN 

NSW 2570 

 

 

E-mail: cafhs2570@gmail.com 

 

Web Site: www.cafhs.org.au 
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